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IN THE CIRCUIT COURTOF THE 17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND

FOR BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASENO.22-0018854 18
Marie Murray Martin Plaintiff(s) / Petitioner(s) v. Rodney Gabriel Velez
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This case is before the Court on the petition ofMarie Murray Mirti,nfA a

writ of quo warranto seeking an order directing RespondentRodney Gabriel Velez

to provide evidence to prove he has his Judicial Clemency, Executive Pardon or

Restoration of civil rights in orderto hold a seat on the Broward County School

Board. Without proofofclemencyaka civil rights the Respondentshould not be

permittedto have his votes certifiedby the Broward Supervisorof Elections, hold

office nor be sworn in on November 22,2022, according to the Florida

Constitution. The unofficialresults from the SupervisorofElections website report

the Respondentunofficiallythe winner of the November8,2022 election for

Broward County School Board, District 1. N
.EY
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In 1995, Velez was charged and pled guilty to aggravated battery, a 2nd

degree felony. Hisjudgment was adjudicated guilty, Case No. 94021542CF10A,

AppendixAA.

The Florida ConstitutionArticle VI Section 4 states: "No person convicted

of a felony, or adjudicated in this or any other state to be mentally incompetent,

shall be qualified to vote or hold office until restorationofcivil rights or removal

of disability."With the passage ofFlorida's Amendment 4 approved by voters in

2018, the voting language of Article VI Section 4 has been amendedand voting

rights have been restoredto some felons who have paid fines, served time and

satisfiedparole. However, Amendment 4 did not change the Constitutional

language addressingthe disqualificationofa felon in regard to holding office or

serving on ajury.

To date, when a Clemency Search is done on the public site ofthe Office of

Executive Clemency using the Respondent's name and date ofbirth the site states

"NO RECORDS FOUND." Appendix A. In addition,Velez publicly confirmedhe

did not have clemency in an October 30,2022 Sun Sentinel article, AppendixB.
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The Respondent'sconfirmationstatement in the Sun Sentinelthat he will

"fight" to get his clemencyproves his falsificationofthe candidate'soath during

the qualifyingperiod. In contrast, prior to October 30,2022 he was saying "I have

my rights." The Respondenttelling the Sun Sentinel he has his "rights" thereby

deceived the public at large. The Sun Sentinel's readership is between 163,000

weekly and 228,906 on Sunday's. By November 13, 2022 after the election on

November 8,2022 in an article in the Sun Sentinel,the Respondentstatedhe filed

his clemency paperwork,AppendixBB.

In a June 30,2022 Sun Sentinel article, the Respondenterroneouslyclaimed

the SupervisorofElections told him he was eligible to run for office. The

Respondentstated, "Because it's an elected position,I am allowedto," Appendix

DA. However, the Respondent'sfabricationwas proven wrong in a September7,

2022 response to the Petitionerfrom Scott's general counsel Devona Reynolds

Perez. The counsel said, "Mr. Scottrecognizes you may have valid concerns

regarding Mr. Velez's candidacy; however, Mr. Scott's role as the qualifyingofficer

is strictly ministerialin nature," Appendix E. Again the Respondent'smisleading

claim was proven wrong in a November 11,2022WLRN article, Ivan Castro of

Broward SupervisorofElections office said, "The supervisor has no authorityto
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challenge candidates or question their eligibility to hold office. He did not ask and

we would not give legal advice ifhe had asked," AppendixEA.

This provesundisputedlythat on June 13, 2022, the Respondent falsely

signed the candidate'soath and filed it with the Broward County Supervisorof

Elections. Without clemencyhe did not meetthe qualificationsand was not eligible

to sign, AppendixC. The oath states "I am qualified under the Constitutionand

Florida laws to hold the office which I desire to be nominatedor elected."The

Respondentcould not swear to the oath, becauseunder the Constitutionhe did not

qualify.

In addition, it is unlawful to affirm the candidate'soath, according to Florida

Statute 104.011: "A personwho willfully swears or affirms falsely to any oath or

affirmation, or willfullyprocuresanotherperson to swearor affirm falsely to an

oath or affirmation, in connectionwith or arising out ofvoting or elections

commits a felony ofthe third degree, punishableas provided in s. 775.082, s.

775.083, or s. 775.084.

On August 17, 2022, the Petitionerfiled a fraud complaint with the Florida

State DepartmentDivisionofElectionsOffice, AppendixD. The Respondentwas
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notified ofthe fraud complaint as required per complaint guidelines. The complaint

states, "anyonewho is runningfor public office musthave there (sic) civil rights

restored or seek special permission from the clemencyboard. Rodney G. Velez has

not had his civil rights restored."However, after being notified by the state

departmentwith a copy of the fraud complaint, in complete defiance of the law the

Respondentcontinued in the race and did not notify voters that he did not have his

civil rights. In addition, on October 3, the Petitionermade an effort to notify the

Respondentand sent the Respondenta certified letter asking for proofofhis

clemency. He never signed for the package, AppendixI and J.

The Petitionerhas also written the Secretary of State for an advisoryopinion

but again the Secretary of State's office said by phone they, like the Supervisorof

Elections, have nojurisdictionto enforce Article VI Section4 or Florida Statute

104.011 in a school board race. A deputy counsel David Chappellby phone stated

"the Secretary of State's office is ministerialonly." The Petitioner also wrote to the

Attorney General's office. The AttorneyGeneral's office referred the Petitioner

back to the elections office and told the Petitionerto continueworking with the

office of elections, AppendixF. The local State's Attorney was also contacted

without response, AppendixG.
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All but the State's Attorney have said the local court has thejurisdictionto

enforce Florida ConstitutionArticle VI Section 4, and Florida Statute 104.011 in a

Broward County School Board race.

The only example ofa similar case in Florida is the Tyrone Oliver case in

Decemberof2019. The case nevermade it to the courts. Oliver, also a felon

without clemency, won a seat on the Ocala City Commission but was never sworn

in. By January2021, Oliverstill did not have clemency. Though the city

commission and school board are different entities,the Constitutiontakes

precedence.The city attorneyofOcala stated, "The Florida Constitutionprovides

no person convictedof a felony shall be qualified to vote or hold office until

restorationof civil rights," AppendixH. The city attorneycontinued "So the

question becomes. Does the constitutionalprovision apply to the City ofOcala?

My answer: I think it does." The Petitionermakes the same argument. Does the

constitutionalprovision apply to the School BoardofBroward County? The

Petitioner's answer: I think it does.

Based on all the facts, the only way the Respondent,Rodney Gabriel Velez,

would be able to serve was to have gone through the clemency board to get his

clemency. He did not.
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This case will set precedencein the state. The Respondent'sdisregard for the

law deceived voters, and usurpedthe election process. Elections should be

transparent,accountableand have fair processes. Ifthe Respondentis able to move

forwardas though nothing illegal occurred, future elections throughout the state of

Florida will be inundated with ineligible candidates at great cost to the voters,

taxpayers, courts and local communities.

Based on the Florida Constitution, the Petitioneris requesting the judgment to:

e 1. Immediately notify the Supervisorof Electionsnot to certify the

Respondent'svotes from the November 8 election; and

e 2. Orderthe Respondentnot be sworn into office as a Broward County

School BoardMember because the Respondentdoes not have Judicial

Clemency, an Executive Pardon or Restoration ofhis civil rights and

therefore is not qualified to hold office.

Respectfully submitted,

K,GA
YUailultUhVJL?
Marie Murray Martin

Petitioner
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Marie Murray Martin
Petitioner

1313 N. Park Avenue

Hollywood,Florida 33021
Cell: 954-483-6509work: 754-323-2900

Email:

Rodney G. Velez

Respondent
2522N. 28th Avenue

Hollywood,Florida 33020
Cell: 954-850-2501

Email:

Cc: Joe Scott, Broward SupervisorofElections

Cc: Torey Alston, BCPS Chairman

Cc: Dr. Vickie Cartwright,BCPS Superintendent
Cc: Marilyn Batista, BCPS general counsel

Cc: Harold Pryor, State Attorney
Cc: Florida State Dept. Division of Elections

Cc: Florida Elections Commission

Cc: Florida Inspector GeneralMelindaMeguel
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Table ofContents for Appendix

A - ClemencySearch

AA - Judgementand Police Report

AB - Restoration ofCivil Rights

B - October 30 Sun Sentinel Article

BB - November 13 Sun Sentinel Article

C - CandidateOath

D - Fraud Complaint

DA - June 30 Sun Sentinel Article

E - BrowardSupervisorofElections response

EA- WLRN Article

F - Attorney General'sresponse

G - Email to State's Attorney

H- Tyrone Oliver Article

I- Petitioner'sLetter to Respondent

J - Certified MailDocuments
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AppendixA
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Append,xAA
CASE NUMBER

'

DIVISION

CRIMINAL Ii ADJUDICATION WITHHELD

FJ ADJUDICATED GUILTY 9421542CFiOA

--,M UJ, .LUMU.t; I:1 I nc URR'PZY. "SC'-I
-,n

'OP.it-Ov."ROCouiIZIFe!!IDA
':tl!TY ADMINISTRATOR

TNWL Court Deputy
Name and Title

POMEANI?9!TFrFB.!Mlpr:Fourtat Broward99Ktria this ?5-- dy 8f *o,L,t,A.D., 19
iIUER]231? EPRTIFY tkptl ite abovefforegoh9fingerpnUare the fingerprints of the ,

Defendant Ei'EY?t;R.7**Ef?yesn.dge*d::2; ?my presence in Open Court this date.

-iUDOE EGOUKLNGbow
FORM 180P080

REVISED994
PAGE 2 OF 2
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9
5:Wodicial Circuit in and for B.Nd County ,-- CLOCK IN

DIVISION:

CRIMINAL JUDGEMENT DIV: FJ IE.9 95-194232 r,TAi8At
510-95- 08:8AM

THE STATE OF FLORIDA VS:

RodneyGabriel Veiez CASE NUMBER

PLAINnFP DEFENDANT 9421542CFiOA

[ ] PROBATIONVIOLATOR STATE ATTORNEY LLW.a Aioku
( Check if Applicable ) COURT REPORTER T. Grab+J

ThDefendant. Rgdney Gab.riei-Veiez being personallybefore this Counrepresented
by: Frank FreDMaN . his attorney ofrecord. and having:
(CmkXpplicableProvision) [ } UIiedand foundguiltyof the following crime(s).

[4/Entered a plea ofguiltyto the following crime(s).

[ ] Entereda plea ofnolo contendere to the following crime(s).

COUNT CRIME OFFENSE STATUTE DEGREEOFCRIME ADD'L MONIES

-RIiEadto NUMBER(S) Zof
IMPOSED

2- -Aag -at.cy -
784.045

andnocausc having been shown why the Defendantshouldnot be adjudicated guilty. IT IS ORDEREDTHATthe Defendani is hereby ADJUDICATED GUILTY of
the abovecrime(s)

The Defendant is hereby orderedto pay the sum of Fifty Dollars ($50.00)pursuant to FS. 960.20 (Crimes Comp. TrustFund) The defendantis further orderedto pay
thesumofFive Dollars (,g)13ouqt-Pifantto P S. 943 25(4)

(Checkif Applicable) [ 1 The Defendant is further orderedto pay a finein thesumof$ pursuant to F.S. 775.0833.

(This provisionrefers to tileoptional fine for the Crimes CompensationTrustFund. and is not applicable unlesschecked and

completed.Finesimposedas partofa sentencepursuantto F.S. 775.083 are to berecordedon the Sentencepage(s)

Rcsututionto State [ ] The dcfendantshall make paymentofanydebt due and ewing to the Stateunder section960.17.94803 (1)(9) and 775 089, Florida

Statutes. The amount of suchdebt shall not exceed $10,000and has already beendeteminedto be S, or if not yet deterrruned

shall be determinedby the Court at a later date uponfinal paymentby the CnmesCompensauonTrust Fund on behalf ofthe viCUm(5)

[ 1 The Couit herebyimposedadditionalcourt costs in the sum ofS

Imposition ofSentence I FlCourthereby stays and withhpws*ejmpositiono[senmnce as:ocountfs) EIZI-- and places the Defendant
?

Stayed and Withheld on probauonfora period of .Ek L(P-ar--f' -

under the supervisionof the Department ofCorretions (conditionofprobauonsei forth in separateorder.)

Sentence Deferred [ 1 TheCoun hetebydefer, imposition of sentence until

Until Later Date (Date)

(Check i? Applicable)
[ 4111;y$200.00Tntst Fundpursuantto F,S.27.3435

BK23434PGO 072
Thr Defendant inOpenCourl was advisedof his right to appealfrom this Judgmentby filling notice of appeal with the ClerkofCoun wirhin thin, da,5 following

the date sentence is imposedor probation is orderedpursuantto thisadjudicauon The Defendant was also advisedof his right to the assistanceof counselm taking said

appealat the expenseof the State upon showingof indigence

COUNT(S) DAYSBROWARDCOUNTYJAILW/CREDITFOR DAYSTIMESSERVED

FORM IBOPO4 REVISED 1004 PAGE I OF 2
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THE CIRCUIT/COUNTY COURT, IN AND FOR BROWARD COUNTY,FLORIDA

084/25195
FAILURE TO PAY FINEBY THE BELOWDATE MAY RESULT IN A WARRANTFOR YOUR ARREST

AND/OR THE SUSPENSIONOF YOUR DRIVER'SLICENSEAND DEUNQUENCV-FIESIMPASED.

94O21542CF1OA H9400S427
ROR/IC/*URETY/

CASENO ARRESTNO. SUMMONb0GASF? BOND yw Ceu- AGENCY
HlHN

DEFENDANT RDDNEY GABRIEL
VEL.E?

AKA VELEZ. RODNEY GABRIEL

CoumSTATUS
OMAGISmATE O TRIAL DTGEOFPLEA

000 TRUST FUND/ HOURS COMM. SERVICE

O ARRAIGNMENT O JURY WAEDGUILTY CMDJ. GUILTY .1- Sv vc C )
.ASSESSMENTEACHCOUNT

O SENTENCING OCOURT OPLEDNOLO

O POR nui??
OWITHHELD VC EACHCOUNT

O PSI O 1ST. V.O. O NOLLE PROSEQUI O DISMISSED O ACOUITTED

O FINAL V.O

CHR DUIUSEONLY

COUNT

WMMMYUDMiA88 BEZPN 784.045 PROBATIONW/SPECIALCONDITION
HOURS WOFK

UCENSE SUSP.- COUM SERVICE PERMIT

CASAP/DUISCHOOL CASAPEVALUAnON

COURT

S COST S% VC .C EMTF

JAIL nME

OTHER

SENTENCE:I 02'tears PRDAOHGL
Rouma.eas-n BME Pe.r MONYLB-

no AarmWe- emulaerwiMViCNM

eai49-VEM8 Aoban-OM-Chn8 Mmm FhbOH.-J

COUNTCSJ TIMESERVED DAYS

COURT
s FINE COST S96 VC. CJC

coum
S FINE COST 5:6 'VC CJC

COURT

s FINE COST 56 VC. CJC

COURT
S FINE COST 536 VC CJC

'5'' 412 PLUS S OEFERRALFEE TO

LEBO)

DISP3 1/87 JUDGE FILECOPY IOEPUTY CLERK)
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MGMEZ
.,AEUMWT,--

ir. Ct

P#111111111111.*'F.it-*Gb=i

SHERIFF'SOFFICE

BROWARDCO., FL
94,215404

HW945427 COURT COPY

OBTS Number Print Clearaqce Alame Search Mfe

0007401988 00/00/00

Arr86! Number Offense ReponNumber BCCN Number Booking SheetControl Date & Time

HW945427 HW-945427 12/21/94 07 43

Last Name First M 00.e SSN Mzn Pa'ote

VELEZ RODNEY GABRIEL N N

Alias Last Name First M,dile Dfwer'S L,Certse Sia:e

YeS.Y No
F-L

Street'N,k Name Age Date ol B,rth Piaceo! Binh S CI.

W M 506 175 BRN BRN MED 024 08/05/70 KEY WEST M. 'J S

Scer5 Maks. Tattoos

1 T LION UN HI P

Pe-manen! Address Bldg Apt, City St-'C!:y. Ms Mn-

6321 SW 33 ST MIRAMAR F'L 02 )0

Residentcl Browaro County? Yrs Mths Restder'tt of Fldiaa? Yrs Mlhs Phone Numbe' U S Vet

YES 08 00 YES 24 00 305-987-5927 'NO

GDH OtnerMed,cal

TO SEE NURSE

Empoyer Occupabon

-SELF EMPLOYED CAR DETAILS t. '3
Pr,rts BloodAicom Mca Mcal, Arrest Agcy Place of Arrest (Address}

re/ad Dt
YE,S- .00% HW 2639 GRANT ST HOLLYWOOD

ArrestDate Arrest Time IA,resting OH,cer ID. Number on,ce. Un,: -

znqi 80! Stlttt

12/20/94 23:54 j'IELETYCH H Ab
L,el

T.93:j N
,

Book,rig Date Booking Time BookingOfficer- ID Number Aco Carge CH,cer :.--,-, k Ey). Number

12/21/94 07:29 FLORIAN J BS2173 c.ES--i --i
Daie MagCode'comments Cap,as WarrantNumber,t.-)

" Boro

122194 001 AGG BATTERYS W/F/A 2FY D -sz 72PO.00

TY

'

-BOOKING RMKS: 29-54 7578

WC 7658

NCH

ReleaseReasoc Re!.easeoBy [AeleaseoTo

-- -,- - -

IDa:e Release - -e Re eas

AI,estio Last Name Fi:st

i- :-1
UnanendeoCh Idran?

-----

HW945427 VELEZ RODNEY

Date Time Sex Race Date of B,rth Armed 1 Danl Res,st Rabbl S.t c Mmc Ctner

i 2/2i/94 07:29 M W 08/05/70
B,r; No P -Box No ,Bu.kNo ? Vehicle ToweoTo
3289

Currency 5 i Languagerisg
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US ' i
VELEZ RODNEY
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? W
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Beloro me r.is oa:e De-scnav aocearea MELETICH. HECTOR JOHN
-n aro mmon.20t}1 m December ig 94 at- 2639 GRANT ST. HOLLYWOOD. FL -

above *2!-'ed 0212'ljaf'It Comll.tfed me aoc'.9 c"e,=s.s c-:'gpJ 2-,c 're '2:'s s-0* ng C :s.='e cause o-2 2.e CL-a E-e 22 ': DAS

ON 12/20/94 AT OR AROIJT 2354 HOI:RS. 4T TP.: TOCATTON DF 26.19 (:RANT STRFF.T. krd:ru Tq

LOCAIED WITHIN THE JURISDICTIONAL J.THITS OF TH: r-TTY OF HO!-IYWCOr}. WITHIN RROWARn r'nt'NTY

AND THE STATE ,OF FLORIDA? THE ABOVE NAMED DUENEANT EID COMM'T AN ASSRA:A,72 Ri-TERI

LPON-IHE-V I CTIM. HEREIN-IDINIiILED RODNFY LEI F7 RT P

INTENTIONALLY CAUSED BODI I Y HARM TC - 'FFFJ--=

COYMI UING THJi BATTERY INTENTIONALL? gR bi>Ohl>AIr CALSED THE VICTIM TO St i:Fl:R GRFAT

':IAN-Att sr>n>ls po'.ec' a-:1 t'.e tc "e Ces! c! r,hgi,5#4* e 12 J 3 0 -
hkrbMWZA 2240 iyzihJ.i=9*tk'Jn

FICER/AFFIANTS S'GNATU-RE OFFiCEQS AWE/CCN OFFICER S C'WSCN

Sm-OF Fe COUNTY OF Bmnlzh
T? was aci,ro:Ecge

CP'**.r.7'wl to :re c' *ho has c;ocLced i,D T,=e) 25 -3:-! '.28 -? J.-,J .C --'- ':-6 E- opth

LEiDOA DID \CT SEAL OR STAND)
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2-,d -Su:e A.:.

SM.C-FWAi.A SHOULD AOOInONAL SPACE BE NEEDED. USE PROBABLE CAUSE AFF:DAVITCONT:NUATION Jt .2, -g Agcm:Y
.,",r. I.ne / n . / - c , / nr,=e. e - o.,

I5



**** FILED: BROWARD COUNTY, FL Brenda D. Forman, CLERK. 11/14/2022 10:33:39 AM.****
C COMPLAINT AFFIDAVIT PAGE 2 of Z] ARREST FORM

BROWAADCOUNTY
HW945427 PROBABLE CAUSE AFF!DAVIT COAPNUATIO? 007401988

ARREST NO. ;TS NO .

l[OEf*BXNTS LAST NA4'E F,AST e'DDLE SUF PGT W'GT . AC W.#h0893978
I)FENSEREPCP- AARESDNGOF-'CER (S),GCN

'

li 1i
tELF RODNEY $06 175 'W M < 94-135787 2240 1427

nGEaaIlfbl EXACLIEGAL NAV.E AND STATE OF 'NCCR,i ACCBESS

'
..

COUNT NO OFFENSESDRAGGED CTATCN=.FAPP-,CABLE FS *CRCAP:AS/:.AARANT 0 1

I 41
i'

-

mmm. date ow.mawmmaMELETICH. HECTOR'JOHN wno Ce<'-,2 t,rst CJ'y S# J i

deposes ao@ says that on20th da,December i 1994 a: 2639 GRANT ST, HOLLYWOOD, FL (cr.nle fGCat On) :r-

above named defendantrfmmi:ted tne atoke olfenses charged art tne facts sn:v,trgcrc:a;!e cause to oe.ie,e same are as t:,ows

BODILY HARM.

ON THE ABOVE DATE AND TIME, THIS OFFICER RESPONDED TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS IN

REFERENCE TO A DISTURBANCE CALL. UPON-ARRIVAL, THIS OFFICER WITNESSED THE VICTIM,

-.

ON THE PAVEMENT NEXT TO HIM. THE VICTIM 'SEEMED TO BE UNCONSCIOUS. RESCUE RESPONDED

LESS THAN A MOMENT LATER AND BEGAN WORKING ON THE VICTIM. THE VICTIM WAS BEING HELD ON

THE GROUND BY THE WITNESS, CHRISTINE FORTIN, WHO WAS TRYING TO COMFORT THE VICTIM AT

THIS TIME. BOTH RODNEY VELEZ AND WITNESS, MOSES MEDINA, WERE ARGUING ON THE SIDE OF THE

ROAD, AND THESE INDIVIDUALS WERE SEPARATED AT THIS TIME AND PLACED IN POLICE VEHICLES TO

PROTECT ,THEMSELVES FROM ANY FURTHER DISTURBANCE. THERE WAS DISPATCHED A POSSIBLE

HANDGUN IN THE AREA, -SO ALL PRECAUTIONS .WERE TAKEN BY POLICE OFFICERS ON SCENE.

ACCORDING TO ONE WITNESS, CHRISTINE FORTIN, SHE HAD COME HOME TO THE ABOVE LOCATION,

2639 GRANT STREET, WHERE MOSES MEDINA, RAUL ESCOBEDO, AND DAVID ESCOBEDO ARROYO, ALONG

WITH THE VICTIM,?WERE INSIDE THE HOUSE DRINKING BEER AND

PLAYING MUSIC. ACCORDING TO THE WITNESS, CHRISTINE FORTIN, THE GROUP INSIDE WERE

PLAYING THE MUSIC TOO LOUD, AND SHE HAD GONE INTO HER ROOM WITH HER BOYFRIEND. RCDAEY

VELEZ, AND TRIED TO GO TO SLEEP. AFTER AWHILE OF TRYING TO GET THE GROLP TO LO'AER THE

MUSIC. VELEZ EXITED THE ROOM AND CONFRONTED THE GROUP. AND SHE BEGAN HEARING NJISES CF

I,9*eathe*7%*ef0;1,prc:: anc true to :ne best cf my Bno,recge ar'; t1 e;

ywhQL'*ffd.k HEUNKEZEMH UA
SIGNATURE OFFICER S NAME/CCN

-

OFFEEA S DIViSION

STATOF'Je. COUNTY OFRBWCUX
14 2.-eay o, 60/en4"I -, 19,ht 'st.emtr.a-y/

known to me or who has producecj (ID -1031
'

?v? as wdentt,9;.on and w'Pc lake an oath

EPR DID NOT} Cbm OTEiPZ.Z.T:'.'P'
....-..2-J. 2,- -,1..,I.35.fuIYCLER-IEJ-CEEEMGSAABCYOLEP? ASSBTANT STATE ATTORNEY TITLE OR RANK/CCN
SEVENTEENTH JUD:CIAC CIRCUIT 'LPOURTCOPY D Q CC--
GROWAAOCOUN[Y 2rd
SWE OF FLORIDA

/,OC-r IDOC,1O AV r C / A O O C C T C AO,4

S::Ie A!!,
3,0 - F''Inu Lge-:.
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2 COMPLAINT AFFIDAVIT J ARREST FORM

BRO'A'AADCCUNTLHW945-127 PROBABLECAUSE AFFiDAVIT CCNTINUAT.ON 007401988
ARREST NO

'TS NO

, D&FENDANTS'LASTNAME F:OST #DDLE SUP t,GT *3-i- ' AC
. 58* - DO.ar, -,OCFENSE AEPCNT AARESTNG OFFICER (Si.,CCN

Tr8,05.7I975

3 ELEZ RODNEY 106 175 'w M 94-135787 2240 1427

.266G81.NAME AND STATE CF m:=PP l

COUNTNO. OFFENSESCHARGED CMCN = F MCABLE F.S = OR CA=IASIWMJT.

Before me this date porscoaly apoearecrMELETICH. HECTOR JOHN *MO te,f:g f,rs! al.y 5-:.0

cegosesanosa.imorloth
-

oap.ecember 152.La:2639 GRANT ST, HOLLYWOOD, FL (crime kcca!,sm tt

aboveumeddefendant r,rrnrri,tpd tna aoove offenses c':araedand the ta:ts snow no crctaotecaise to ce;,e.e same are as 'CNCws

FIGHTING IN THE LIVING ROOM. ACCORDING TO WITNESSES, THEFIGHT STARTED IN THE HOUSE

I, HERE ALLEGEDLY RODNEY VELEZ POINTED THE PISTOL AT THE VICTIM? AND THE WITNESS,

MOSES MEDINA. PICTURES WERE TAKEN OF THE SCENE THAT SHOWED THE WATER COOLER INSIDE THE

LIVING ROOM KNOCKED DOWN AND DOORS SEPARATING THE CLOSET FROM THE LIVING ROOM ALSO

KNOCKED DOWN. THERE WAS BLOOD ALSO IN PARTS OF THE LIVING ROOM ON THE FLOOR AND ON THE

WALL. THE FIGHT CONTINUED OUTSIDE WHERE ALLEGEDLY MOSES MEDINA PICKED UP A BLUE/GREEN

COLORED SECURITY BAR, LABELED "THE CLUB".IN SUPPOSEDLY DEFENDING AGAINST VELEZ.IT WAS

AT THIS TIME THAT THE FIGHT WORKED ITS WAY OUT TO THE MIDDLE OF THE STREET ON GRANT AND

ALLEGEDLY VELEZ DID HIT THE VICTIM?ON HIS HEAD WITH THE SEMI-AUTOMATIC SILVER

COLORED PISTOL, KNOCKING THE VICTIM TO THE GROUND CAUSING THE VICTIM TO BLEED PROFUSELY

FROM HIS FOREHEAD. DURING THIS CONFRONTATION RAUL ESCOBEDO GOT INTO HIS VAN TO GET AWAY
--

AND CALL THE POLICE. THE WITNESS, CHRISTINE FORTIN, ALSO.WENT TO HER NEIGHBOR' S HOUSE

ON THE EAST SIDE OF HER HOME TO ASK THE NEIGHBOR TO CALL POLICE. STATEMENTS WERE TAKEN

FROM RAUL ESCOBEDO AND DAVID ESCOBEDO ARROYO BY DETECTIVE SCCCOL. *0089. AND MYSELF.

OFFICER MELETICH. NOTE THAT THE WITNESSES MOSES MEDINA, RAUL ESCOBEDO, AND DAVID

ESCOBEDO ARROYO SPOKE VERY LITTLE ENGLISH AND TRANSLATION WAS NEEDED. THE ARRESTEE.

RODNEY VELEZ, WAS TRANSPORTED TO HOLLYWOOD DETENTION FOR PROCESSING. ID TECHNICIAN

COMBS, #1913, TOOK POSSESSION OF THE FIREARM WHICH WAS FOUND UNDERNEATH THE FRONT

/ 5:Ijp' 22bysltrerpcorrect and true t the test cf mi krlo'.'.Ieige a-:te'.e!

bh.h 0MeWL.Ka2+0 HECMJMEZEMVM.

OFFICER'SNAME/CCN O=FlC'SDIVISION

VsmfEOF Ye COUNTY OF i61Cl*'d.Lw SKA? 00.41
jl' Oay oi nraidu.1191.Zwo S oers?

lake an oath

Dcm D,D NCT;

CB.AOKMZE
-, fSEAL OA STAvp,

:
- bEPUTYT????WT? RY PUBLIC, OR ASSI*TANT STATE ATTORNEY MEOAMNKIECN

SEVENTEENTHJUDICIAL CIACUIT COUAT COPY Oq - CO.at

BAOWARO COUNTY 2= - SAA:e At:,
STATE CF FLORIDA FIRST APPFARAN.F/AAQPqr.nQ'.1 3'c . Fi.,r= =Ce.-=-,
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O COMPLAINT AFFIDAVIT PAGE 4 01 L AHHtbI HUM,V,

BAOVv'AED COUNT.Y,
Hw945427 PROBABLE CAUSE AFFIDAVIT CONTINUATION 007401988

ARREST NO.
;TS NO

DEFENDANTS LAST NAME FIRST 1'CDIE SL. PST v.GT RC tfi#iofgfg+8
FFENSE=E.-- AAPEE.NG CFPC-q(S),CCN

?

1

VELEZ RODNEY 306 175 'W M 94-135787
' 2240 1427

NAVE AND STATE O; INCCAP.t RESS.

COUNTNC. OFFENSESC-IARGED CTAT:ON*. 1? APPLICABLE FS =OR CADIAS/'AAPRAN'= .1
1

-7

Beforeme this da:e oersonally aooearecr''MELETICH, HECTOR JOHN .'.+C te,rg ! Ist d,iy si.o.-r,

deooses and says Vat orlOth cay-
December i,94 a:at 2639 GRANT ST, HOLLYWOOD, FL ,(cnT.e tocat cn! :re

aocva r,ameo de!er.dani rmrr.:ttpn tne aoove clfenses cha,geo aftd N:e t:C!5 sn:w,n::1 Cfot.35!e cause :o believe same are as follows

PASSENGER'S SEAT. ACCORDING TO VELEZ, HE COULD NOT REMEMBER WHO OR EXACTLY WHEN THE

PISTOL WAS PLACED UNDERNEATH THE SEAT.

--

15#ear !1'e at:.es,tate-0tijcoirect arc t:te to Irl te.: :! m.: kro.'.' Cge a7 5t

DEUDrJMBGh.IR ZZM EUFG.FJrmnut Zyo
OFFICER/AFFIANT'SSIGNATURE QMCER-S NAME/CCN OFFICER'S DIVtSION

S..T.EO.f.Ye. 2, SWMMU-OMI
mmamsmmws1=mieogsdb't9Gg i,8 2/- daysi aamm is.EY. mispersfhmq
known to me or who has produced (e.M nmr Mn:fcal,crl a-d wno take an oath

QJOR D C Norl

Cbn.Ctkis#8.s'h,:i

TITLEOR RANK/CCN
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT ) COURT COPY C' g - Cc-':

9ROWARD COUNTY

STATE OF FLORIDA
2/: . Spve A!4

/ .c- ? a r?C , n. ?'t : '. C ZCOr Z 4 .., 3'c - : ,-: Ann--
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Appendix AB

2. Owe any outstanding court ordered financial obligations for the cases for which they are

requestingclemency.
3. Owe restitution for any case in the entirecriminalrecord.

4. Owe more than $1,000 in any misdemeanor, criminaltraffic,or felony adjudication withheld case(s) in

the entirecriminal record.

Individualsconvicted in a federal,military, or out-of-state courtare not eligibleto apply.

JJ] f-
'

'
Zt

4 : 0 ,

'4'
.

The Specific Authorityto Own, Possess, or Use Firearms (Firearm Authority) restores to an applicant the right
to own, possess, or use firearms, which were lost as a result of a felony conviction.Due to federal firearms

laws, the ClemencyBoard will not considerrequestsfor firearm authority from individualsconvictedin federal

or out-of-statecourts. In order to complywith federal law, a PresidentialPardon or a Relief of Disabilityfrom
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms must be issued in cases involving federal court convictions.A

Pardon or Restoration of Civil Rights with no restrictions on firearmsmust be issued by the state where the

conviction occurred. Applicantsare eligibleto apply 8 yearsafter completion of all terms ofsentence.

This type of clemency requires that the applicant must have completed all terms of sentences imposed and all

conditions of supervision have expiredor been completed,for a periodof no less than 8 years from the felony
conviction,adjudication of guiltwithheld, or misdemeanorconviction.

The personmay not:

1. Have any outstandingdetainers or pendingcriminalcharges.
2. Owe any outstanding court ordered financial obligations for the cases for which they are

requestingclemency.
3. Owe restitution for any case in the entire criminalrecord.

4. Owe more than $1,000in any misdemeanor, criminal traffic,or felonyadjudication withheld case(s)in
the entire criminal record.

Individualsconvicted in a federal, military, orout-of-statecourt are not eligibleto apply.

C]*Retor=ion#ci,Il**ts1$, t
ku..,-- W.*--. . t '.. '.--

The Restoration of Civil Rights restores to an applicant all the rights of citizenship in the state of Florida

enjoyed before the felony the right to vote if not alreadyrestoredby Amendment4, the

right to serve on a jury, and the right to hold public office---exceptthe specific authority to own, possess, or

use firearms. Such restoration shall not relieve an applicant from the registration and notification

requirements, or any other obligations and restrictions imposed by law upon sexual predators or sexual

offenders. Applicants are eligible to apply after completion of all terms of sentence other than any legal
financial obligations.

The applicant may not:

1. Have any outstandingdetainers or pendingcriminal charges.

For applicants with out-of-state,Federal or Military convictions,you must be a resident of the state of Florida

to apply.

3
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Appendix B, Sun Sentinel October 30,2022, Page 4
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Appendix BB

After months of turmoil, new Broward School

Board looks for stability
By Scott Travis

South Florida Sun-Sentinel

Nov 13, 2022 at 11:00 am

A tumultuous 19-month period in BrowardSchools-markedby the removaland replacement
of four School Board members, the indictmentofa former superintendentand an effort to fire the

new superintendent- could be nearing its end.

Maybe.

Fournew board members are scheduled to be sworn in on Nov. 22 after winning elections

Tuesday: propertymanager Rod Velez, tutoring business ownerJeffHolness,lawyer and flight
attendantBrenda Famand business CEO Allen Zeman.

This will be the SchoolBoard'ssecond majorshakeup in three months. In late August, Gov. Ron

DeSantis suspended and replacedfour longtime School Board membersafterthe release ofa

grandjurv report that found widespreadmismanagementin the district.

That same grandjury indicted former SuperintendentRobert Runcie on a perjurycharge, former
General Counsel BarbaraMyrick on a charge of illegally disclosing secret grandjury information
and formertechnology chiefTonyHunter on bribery and bid-rigging charges. All three have

pleaded not guilty and their cases are pending.

But even ifthat drama is behind questions remain for the new board, including how the addition

ofFam, a newly elected "anti-woke" conservative,will affectthe pro-LGBTQ,racial diversity
and socialjustice policies the historically liberal school district has championed for years.

It also remainsto be seen whether newly electedboardmember, Velez, will be allowed to serve

since he has a felonyin his background and hasn't gotten his full civil rights restored yet. It's a
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question thatmay not be answered until after Velez, who is still fighting for full restoration of

rights, is sworn in.

Still, mostboard members remain confident that the seating ofa new board will at least start an

effort to focusmoreon student achievementand less on "adult issues," such as audits, botched

personnelsearches and questions about whetherto fire SuperintendentVickie Cartwright.

PORTION OMITTED

Velez, although a registered Democrat, said he's a political moderate who will listen to all sides.

One ofhis first moves planned is to appointRyanReiter, a DeSantis appointeeon the current

boardwho works for a constructioncompany,as his appointeeto the Facilities Task Force, a

district watchdog committee.

He's taken to social media asking who is interested in other committees and said he has gotten
dozens ofsuggestions.

But whether Velezwill actually get to stay on the boardmuch past swearing-inremains
unanswered.

Velez was convicted in 1995 ofaggravated battery, a second-degree felony. He had his voting
rights restored after DeSantissigned into law Amendment4, a ballot initiativepassed by voters

in 2018.

The amendment guaranteesthe rightto vote, but not the right to hold office, according to rules

preparedby the Board ofClemencyin March2021.

DeSantis has publicly said he supports the right offeIons who have voting rights restoredto

regain other rights too, but there's no indicationthe law was changedto reflectthat. The

governor'soffice has refusedto comment.

Velez said he has a meeting scheduled with DeSantis and his wife, Casey, prior to being sworn in

and hopes the issue will be resolvedin his favor.

, iof-. =r*VE
restordd.

f:Ikblfu
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Appendix C

CANDIDATEOATH

SCHOOL BOARD NONPARTISAN OFFICE

Check box on/y if you are seeking to qualify as a

write-incandidate: Zi2 JUN 13 PM I: 40

O Write-in candidate
fktSff;A992%q'- 4--r'4. OFFICEUSE ONLY

CandidateOath
(Section99021(1)(a)and 105.031, Florida Statutes)

1, Rodnev URod" Velez
(Print name above as you wish it to appear on the ballot. If your lastname consists of two or more names but has no

hyphen, check box? (see page 2 - Compound Last Names). No change can be made after the end of qualifying

Although a write-incandidate's name,snotprintedon the ballot, the name mustbe printedabove foroathpurposes.)

am a candidatefor the nonpartisan office of Broward County School Board 1
(Office) (District#)

; lamaqualinedelectorof BI-OWard County, Florida;

(Circuit#) (Group or Seat#)

I am qualified under the Constitutionand the Laws of Florida to hold the officeto which I desire to be nominatedor elected, I

have qualified for no other public ofrce in the state, the term of which office or any pan thereof runs concurrentwith the

office l seek; and I have resigned from any office from which I am required to resign pursuant to Section 99.012, Florida

Statutes;and I willsupportthe Constitutionof the United States and the Constitutionof the State of Florida.

Section876.05,FloridaStatutes,oath (onlyapplicable if elected and when term of office begins): I, a citizen of the State of

Floridaand of the United States of America, and being employed by or an officer of the school board and a recipient of

publicfunds as such employee or officer, do hereby solemnly swear or affirm that I will supportthe Constitutionof the United

Statesand of the State of Florida.

Candidate'sFloridaVoter RegistrationNumber (locatedon yourvoter informationcard): 127966460

Phonetic spelling for audio ballot: Print namephoneticallyon the line below as you wish it to be pronouncedon the audio

ballotasmaybe used by personswith disabilmes(see instructionson page2 of thisform).

RodKNEE VLEZ

X-? (954) 850-2501
Telephone Number EmailAddress

2522 N. 28th Ave. Hollywood Florida 33020
Address City, SM ZIP Code

STATEOF FLORIDA LZE c i#mrd
COUNTY OF /jru,uAI-a --Qign*Gre-ofNotary Public

Pjt.lipe.orStampCommissionedNameof Notary Publicbelow'

Sworn to (or affirmed)and subscribedbefore me by means of

online notarization El OR physicalpresenc*El
this 13 day of J..AL 20 22-

JACQUELINEC GIWNT

K? NotaryPubUc- State of Ft0da

personallyKZID OR ProducedIdentificationEl / -,m.mmv..zoF My com,r-Mlra.t!I!:E
MWM.Wsim-

Type of IdentificationProduced:-

DS-DE 304SB(Rev.08/2021) Rule 1S-2.0001.F.A.C.
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Appendix D

ELECTIONSFRAUD COMPLAINT
VoterFraud HotlineTelephone number1-877-868-3737

Under section97.01*15),Florida Statutes,the Departmentof Statehas authorityto conduct preliminaryinvestigationsinto any
allegationsof irregularitiesor fraudinvolving voter registrationor voting,or candidateor issue petition activities. TheDepartment
maythenreport Us findings to the Officeof StatewideProsecution or to the StateAttorneyfor thejudicialcircuitin which the

alleged violationoccurredfor prosecution,wherewarranted.

Please return the completedcomplaintform to: FloridaDepartmentfStgte, Q#iceoftheGenerolCounsel
la Ftoor. R.A. GrayBuilding
500 S. BronoughStreet

Tallahassee,Florida 32399-0250

Youwillreceivea written refponsefromthe Departmentof Stateat the end ofits investigation-

b2&-,122,=L--jJ=i1 '- 'i-,7'1 -tk
- -'--

--t

MARIE MURRAY MARTIN By 954-483-6509 Evening
Name Phone Phone 954-483-6509

Address
1313 N PARK ROAD

City
HOLLYWOOD

BROWARD FLA Zip
County State Code'

33021

E-mail Address

f 1tid

RODNEY G VELEZ
Work

Name 954-850-2501Phone

BROWARDCOUNTY SCHOOLBOARDDISTRICT 1 BROWARD COUNTY SCHOOLBOARD

Person'stitleofofficeorpositionheld-orsoughtifapplicable NameofGovernmentalQ#ioeor
privateEntity/Ofjice

Address
2522 N 28th AVE

City'
HOLLYWOOD

County
BROWARD

State
FL Z133020

Have you filed this complaint with the (check all that apply):

StateAttorney'sOffice Yes El No

RECEIVED OfficeofStatewideProsecution Yes v No

AUG 19 2022 Florida Department of LawEnforcement Yes V No

Florida ElectionsCommission

Office of the General Counsel Yes Fj No

Florida Commissionon Ethics Yes EINo

DS-DE#34 (rev.07/2016) Page1 Rule 1S-2.025,F.A.C.
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SGGi@;ITSNEVER BEIN@RESTOREETHJS MARING RbDNEYGVEUEZ. INEI.i.LETO
RUN FOROFACE.

'tbi#C';6*d6, 44* -Ai: -

.
...

State in yourownwordsexactly what happened.Please includedetails suchas whathappened,where the eventsor

actshappened,whenthey happened(includingdates and times),whatyou weretold,who spoketo you and to whom

you spoke,whatyouagreed ordid not agree to, andwhoelse saw or knowsaboutwhat happened.Includethe
names,addmsses and phone numbersof relevantpersons. Also, give any reasonswhy you feel that thepersonor

entityagainstwhomyou havebroughtthiscomplaintknew that hisor heractionswerewrongful.The morespecific
informationthat you provide to us, the better wewill be able to assistyou.

I AM FILINGTHIS COMPLAINTIN REFERENCETO THE ABOVE RODNEY G VELEZ, AND HIS

RODENYG VELEZWAS ARRESTED, FORA 2ND DEGREE FELONY HEWASCONVICTEDOF
SAID2-DtuREE 1-t:LONY 04/1995 (CASE# 94021542CI-'LA).UNJtR F-ORIJA LAW ANYONE

CONVICTFD OFA FFI ONYWHOIS RUNNINGFOR PUR COFF CF.MJST WAVF THFRF

CIVIL RIGHTS RESTOREDOR SEEKSPECIALPERMISSIONFROMTHE CLEMENCYBOARD.

WEBSITE FORWHICH I AMATTACHINGACOPY OFTHE RESULTS. RODNEY G VELEZHAS

BROWARD COUNTYSUPERVISOROF ELECTIONS, SHOWING HE HAS PERSMISSIONTO BE

ALLOWEDTO RUN. JOE SCOTTBROWARD COUNTYSUP=RVISOROF ELECTIONS.HAS
RFFN AWARF OFTHIR RFNCF SUUMFR 9021-WITH THIS NFORMATIONRAINAVFRIFIFn l

ASKWHY HIS NAME IS STILL ON THE BALLOTFOR THE PRIMARY8/23/2022,AND NOT
BEEN REMOVED.

? Checkhereif addyionalpages ordocumen=are attached.

Mu a.-. 8/17/2022
9@#%NSEEED*ii*&2*b DateSigned

L

Man.e -,+A... D.+9.a,r+7.Z.
It is:a third.de'*ree make aiiy
fr*dul** 4&46:nt:4t4**4*on-jn ofth. D, k' f

2

*ntof .

-.I=IS#.SiM*81.7..158.Fli Stat.I., . ----.tl=:t---
THISCOMPLAINTISNrCONFIDENrIAL.ONCErrISmED ITBECOMES

APUBUCRECORD.

IE-DE #34 (rev.07/2016) Page 2 Rule1S-2.025,F.A.C
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Appendix DA

Candidate with a felony can't volunteer in

Broward schools. But he's running for office to

help run them.

By Scott Travis

South Florida Sun-Sentinel

Jun 30, 2022 at 11:39 am

RodVelez isn't allowed to serve as a Broward schoolsemployeeor volunteerin his children's

schooldue to a felony conviction,but he wantsto help lead the district as a School Board

member.

Velez, a 51-year-old married fatherofthree who lives in Hollywood, is running for a south

county District1 seat. Hewas convictedin 1995 of aggravated battery, a second-degreefelony.

The incidentwas a matterof self-defense,Velez said, and he took a plea deal to avoidjail time.

Velez, who now works as a propertymanager, said he hasn't had any issues in the nearly three
decadessince.

For years, Velez was unableto vote or run for office.Butthat changedin 2019, when Gov. Ron

DeSantis, in response to a voter-approved amendment,signed a law that allows felonswho have

paidtheir dues to have their votingrights restored.

Butthe felony stillmakes himineligible to serveas a regular school district employeeor
volunteeron schoolcampuses.A districtemployeepolicyincludes a long list ofdisqualifying
offenses, one ofthembeingaggravated battery. Thedistrictalso prohibits anyone convictedof a
violent crime frombecoming a volunteer.

The felony conviction has becomean issue in the raceto replace longtimeboardmemberAnn
Murray, who is steppingdown after 14 years on the board.Velez is competingagainst Marie

Murray Martin, a teacherwho is Murrafs daughter,and PaulWiggins, a Dania Beach pastor.

Some are tryingto make it a key issue: The SouthFlorida Sun Sentinel receivedan anonymous

packet withVelez's arrest paperworkin it. His opponents have questionedwhetherhe's eligible
to be a SchoolBoard member.

2L
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Wiggins saidthat as a pastor, "we are big on giving secondchances and benefitsto folks, but if

there's a SchoolBoard policy as it relatesto volunteers,that is whatshould govern the day.'
n

Martin said, "I knowwhen I became a teacher,I had to be fingerprinted and a backgroundcheck
had to be done for meto be employed.

But those rulesdon't apply to SchoolBoard members,becausethese seats are governed by state

statutes,not districtpolicies.

"Elected officials are not volunteersor employees," said KeylaConcepcion,a spokeswoman for

BrowardSchools.

*1*%4#idfh*1**Ajl*
#@#..

END OFART[CLE OMITI'ED
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Appendix E

9119/2022 Gmall - Fwd: Complaintre Broward SchoolBoard Candidate-Rodney G. Velez

M Gmaii Marie Martin

Fwd: Complaint re Broward School Board Candidate- Rodney G. Velez
1 message

Marie Murray Martin Mon, Sep 19, 2022at 9:50AM
To:

Forwarded message
From: Reynolds Perez, Devona

Date: Wednesday, September7,2022
Subject: Complaintre BrowardSchool Board Candidate-RodneyG. Velez
To:

Cc: Joe Scott

Dear Ms. Martin,

I am writingto you on behalfof Mr. Joe Scott, BrowardCounty's Supervisorof Elections. The attached complaint form
signed by you regarding BrowardSchool Board District 1 CandidateRodneyG. Velezwas forwardedto Mr. Scott's
attention by the Florida Department of State, Division of Elections. Mr. Scott recognizesyou mayhave valid concerns

regarding Mr. Velez' candidacy; however,Mr. Scott's roleas the qualifyingofficer is strictly ministerialin nature. As the

qualifying officer,Mr. Scott is not permittedto determinewhether the contents of the qualifying papers submittedby a
candidateare true or accurate,including withoutlimitation,the candidate'ssworn affirmation/oath,that they are qualified
under Florida law to hold office. Section 99.061(7)(c), Florida Statutes.

If you stillquestion the legitimacyof Mr. Velez' eligibilityas a candidate,we recommendthat you consultwith an attorney
to determinethe appropriatecourse of action.

Sincerely,

Devona A. Reynolds Perez

Counselfor Broward County's

Supervisorof Elections

BrowardCounty Attorney'sOffice

115 S. AndrewsAvenue, Suite 423

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301

O: (954) 357-7396

BAD.iWARD
AM COUNTY
FLORIDA

1/2
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9/19/2022 Gmail- Fwd: Complatntre Broward School Board Candidate-RodneyG. Velez

Under Florida law, most e-mail messagesto or from Broward County employees or officialsare

public records, availableto any person upon request, absent an exemption. Therefore,any e-mail

message to or from the County, inclusive of e-mail addresses contained therein, may be subject to

public disclosure.

m 55,22-115
- Marie Murray Martin v. RodneyVelez.pdf

323K

2/2
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Appendix EA

WLRN 91.3 FM I By Kate Payne
Published November 11, 2022 at 6:00 AM EST

RodVelez won his race for the BrowardCounty SchoolBoard this week, carrying 52% ofthe

vote over his competitorMarieMurray Martin's47%. But she alleges Velez isn't able to hold

office because he has a felony conviction and hasn't had his civil rights restored.

Days after Rod Velezwas elected to the BrowardCounty School Board, questions remain about

whether he can legally hold office.

Velez is a property manager and a parentofschool-agechildren. He also has a past felony

conviction for aggravated battery in 1995.

Thanks to a constitutional amendment passed in 2018, Floridiansconvictedofmost felonies are

able to registerto vote, once they'veserved theirtime andpaid any associated fines and fees.

But Amendment4 only dealt with the rightto vote- not with other civil rights that are revoked

when Floridiansare convictedofa felony, like the right to own a fireann, to serve on ajury, and

to hold elected office.

In order to regain thoserights, returningcitizens mustsubmit an applicationto the state Office of

Executive Clemency.

MarieMurrayMartin,a teacher who ran and lost againstRod Velez, alleges he has not had his

rightsrestoredand thereforeis ineligible to be a school boardmember.

"I'm not stoppinguntil he eitherproves his clemencyor doesn't,"Martin said. "And then the

powers that be will have to make the determinationon whatto do with Mr. Velez' certification of

his votes and beingsworn in.'
',
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Velez declined an interview request from WLRN and did not respondto questions about his

eligibility.A search ofthe state's clemency databaseshows no recordthat his civil rights have

been restored.A spokespersonfor the agency did not respondto questions about Velez's case.

Velez is eligibleto vote, according to the Broward County Supervisorof Elections Office. #iiti
-We:'G??&71&:i:g-J--Ntr-rr,<v#f;Zj2:DSV?1 V?.--..D, GA-2-39:

'

=f.fFtbZ-Lzkl2-;7Plrn,-9/ZN

kuA? --7

EMMMmm#NMM#

When filing to run for office, candidates must affirm that they are qualified.In signing his

candidate eligibilitypaperworkand launching a bid for the school board, Martin said that Velez

fooled voters.

"There are voters who feel like they have been deceived," Martin said. "They feel misled. They

feel like they were lied to.'"

Martin says she has been trying for months to get county and state officials to assess Velez'

status. She suggested she may take legal action to challenge his eligibilitybut declined to specify

what her next steps could be.

"Until Mr. Velezproduceshis clemency, it is not over," she said.

Broward County'snewly-electedschool boardmembersare scheduled to be sworn in on Nov.

22.

IfVelez takes office, Martinworrieshe could be removedby Gov Ron DeSantis,who could then

appointhis replacement.

3I
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Martin knows the risk ofremoval well; she's the daughter ofAnn Murray, a formerBroward

School Board member whose retirement came early when DeSantisremovedher and three ofher

colleagues from office in August.
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Appendix F

MGMail Marie IVIartin

Fwd: From the Florida Attorney General'sOffice
1 message

Marie Murray Martin Wed, Nov 9, 2022 at 12:47 PM

To:

- Forwardedmessage
From: <attorney
Date: Tuesday, October 18, 2022

Subject: Fromthe Florida Attorney General's Office

To:

The Florida Attorney General's Office reoeived yourcorrespondence regarding your concerns with BrowardSchool
BoardCandidate GabrielVelez.

I note that you have previouslycontactedthe Florida Departmentof State (DOS), which is an appropriateauthority in
which to expressconcerns about the elections process. We also encourage you to continue workingwiththat agencyfor

any new or ongoing issues.

Florida Departmentof State
Division of Elections
Voter AssistanceHotline: (866) 308-6739
Voter Fraud Hotline: (877) 868-3737
Voter Fraud Website:
Email:

You may also consider reaching out the Florida ElectionsCommissionwho reviewsissues regarding specificcandidates
as well as ethics if you have notdoneso already. Moreinformationabout the ElectionsCommission is onlineat

You may contactthe ElectionsCommission at:

Florida ElectionsCommission
107 West GainesStreet, Suite 224

Tallahassee,Florida 32399-1050

Telephone: (850) 922-4539
Website:

Sincerely,

Rob Sparks
Office of Citizen Services
Florida Attorney General's Office

PL-01, The Capitol
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050

Telephone: (850) 414-3990
Toll-free within Florida:(866) 966-7226
Website:

PLEASE DO'NOT REPLY TO THIS E-MAIL THISADDRESSIS FOR PROCESSINGONLY.

To contact this office pleasevisit the Attorney General'swebsiteat www.myfloridalegal.comand complete the on-line
contact form. Again, thankyou for contactingthe Office ofthe Florida Attorney General.

INTERNETMESSAGE RECEIVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'SOFFICEON 10/16/2022
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Marie Murray Martin

1313 N Park Road

Hollywood, FL 33021

Phone: (954) 483-6509
Email:

RE: RodneyGabrielVelez
2522 N 28thAvenue

Hollywood, FL 33020

Phone: (954) 850-2501
Website:

Subject:School Board Candidateswearsoathwith SOEw/o Clemency

I filed a fraud complaint withThe Florida Deptof State in Tallahassee to

alert officialsthat Rod Velezwas not eligible to beon a ballot or be sworn

in. It was sent to the Broward SOEwho said he had no powerto decide. It seems

my onlyoption if Rod Velezwins is to file a petition of quowarrantothe day
afterthe election to demand he shows his demencyaffidavit.The Clemency
Board sayshe mustcomplete an applicalion to run for office,he has no record
on the Clemency Board search He is not eligible to run or be sworn in.
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Appendix G

MGmail Marie Martin

BCPS District 1 Race and Clemency
1 message

Marie Martin Sun, Oct 30,2022 at 4:44PM

To:

Good Evening,

For months, I havebeen trying to get the Sun Sentinelto report the truthabout Candidate Rod Velez'sclemency.-lbday,
theydid and with it Mr. Velez admitshe does not have his demency. Which meansatthe timeof signing his oath for

qualifyinghe only had his votingrights, not his civil nghts.

As a candidate, I have been frustratedby the lack of transparencyofthe press and the candidate. Especially,whenthe

press endorsedhim for accountabilityand transparency.Some peoplewho do not understandthe law think this is only
politics.However, under Florida Statute 104.011 and the Constitution, it is law.

104.011 Falseswearing;

(1) A person who willfully swears or affirmsfalselyto any oath or affirmation, or willfully procuresanother

personto swear or affirmfalselyto an oath or affirmatlon, in connectionwith or arising out of voting or

electionscommitsa felony ofthe third degree, punishable as providedin s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

In additionthe Florida Constitutionstates, ArticleVl. Section 4. Disqualifications.-

(a) No person convictedora felony, or adjudicatedin this or any other stateto be mentallyincompetent,shall be qualiliedto
vote or hold office until restorationof civil rightsor removalof disability.Except as provided in subsection(b) of this section,

any disquaHficationfrom votingarisingfrom a felony conviction shall terminateand votingrightsshall be restored upon

completion of all terms ofsentenceincludingparole or prol,ation.

As we both know, Amendment4 addresses the votingbut the other portions of the Constitutionstill stand. So, Velez musthave his

clemency to swear an oath to the SOE. Hcdid not have it on June 13,2022 when he filed with theSOE and stlll does not have it

according to the publicclemency search. 1 am not trying to get him chargedwith a crime (even though he's committed one), however.
1 do think he should have to leavethe race ifhc docs not have the clemency.Again, hc's not eligibleto sign the oath without it.

1 writeto informyou ofthe situationand ask for yourguidanceand direction in the matter. I am attachingseveral filesincludinga
fraudcomplaintand response from Joe Scott's counsel. Last week, 1 spoke to the SecretaryofState AssistantGeneralCounsel David

Chappell.whorecommendedcontactingyou, afterI requestedan advisory opinion.He saidSS has nojunsdiction in the matter.

SS 102.168was also given to me. I am looking into that option too.

Thankyou for you time and attention,

MarieMurrayMartin, candidatefor BCPS District 1

3 attachments

Sun Sentinel 103022.Jpeg
1711K
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m 55-26115
- Marie Murray Martin v. RodneyVelez (2).pdf

323K

8 5.a.SMHI.pdf
324K

36



**** FILED: BROWARD COUNTY, FL Brenda D. Forman, CLERK. 11/14/2022 10:33:39 AM.****

AppendixH

UNSEATED

Tyrone Oliverwon a city council race in Ocala. But a decades-oldfelony

convictioncame back to haunt him.

By MichaelaMulligan I Jan. 4, 2021

Ocala- In TyroneOliver's living roomhangs a photo ofhimselfthatwas shot just over
a year ago. It's a professionalportrait,the kindyou might see gracing the halls of

governnnent.

Oliver is smiling, his dark skin crinklingaroundhis eyes and givingawayhis 63 years.

He wears a blacksuit witha crisp white shirt underneath.Around his neckis a thickred

tie and a matching handkerchiefpeeks out ofhis breast pocket. He sports a look of

satisfaction on his face, thelook of a winner.

Oliverposed for the portraitdaysafter his Ocala CityCouncilrun-offwin in November

201g. Backthenhe was brimmingwithenthusiasmto take on his new role. But in a few

short weeks, everything would change.A mistakein his past hauntedhis present. And
all thathe worked for and hopedforwouldsuddenlyhang in the balance.

Oliver knewlife would not always be easy. That he wouldface the hurdlesanyboyborn
Blackand poor facedin the Florida ofhis youth. He was raised in the era ofcivil rights,
withthose two strikes against him. He grew up being told"no" in some way or another.

He wanted to change things for Blackboys growing up today.Thatwas whyhe ran for

public office.But now, Oliver was facing a third strike. And an entirelynew set of "no'
n

answers.

PORTION OF THE ARTICLEOMITTED

The councilmeetingbegan promptly at 5, but Oliver, a chaplainwith Deliverance

Outreach Ministries ofOcala,had to wait an agonizing 22 minutes before the council

wouldtake up the reason forhis uneasiness.He had won a Nov. 19 runoff for an open
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councilseat with 52% percentofthe vote,beatinghis opponent, Ire Bethea Sr. But in the

days following, the cityhad raised concerns aboutwhetherOliver could fill the post.

CityAttorney PatrickGilliganrose from the half-circleofcouncil members facing the
audience and spoke first.

"As you probably have read in thenewspaper, there are some issues about Mr. Tyrone
Oliver's qualificationsto be seated as city council,"he said.

Gilliganwas an oldermanwitha white beard lininghis face. He talked with a deep
Southern drawl.

In 1986, Gilligan said, Oliver was convicted of a drug charge. It was a felony.

PORTION OF THE ARTICLEOMITTED

But Gilliganhad concerns.A serious questionhad been raisedat a weekly meetingwith
the supervisorsofelectionsin the region.Theywanted to know if it was legal for a
convicted felonto run for office. Gilliganhad been forced to review the law.

The phone call played in Oliver's mind as Gilliganbegan to lay out his case at the city
councilmeeting.

"Letme startwith our charter," Gilligansaid.

He beganto describe section2.01B,which outlines the eligibilityrequirements for the
council.A candidatemustbe a qualifiedvoter.A candidatemust be a registered voter in
the cityhe or she is seekingelection.A candidatemust be a residentofOcala for at least

a yearbefore his or her electionto office.

"Mr. Oliver meets those qualificationsthat are in the city charter,"Gilligan said.

Oliver's hopes shot up. The councilcould seat him; it was withinthe city's rights.

But Gilliganhad moreto say. Ocala's provisionswere not the problem, he said. It was

Floridalawthat stood in the way.

33**lbkid*fbif-#*if4it*f4*j
quq,lnegO:YP
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Those words came crashing downon Oliver, dashing the hopehe had feltjust seconds

ago.

Oliver had believed his candidacy was within the law after Floridianspassed
Amendment 4 in 2018, which restoredthe voting rights ofconvictedfelons, excluding
those who committedmurderor sexual assault. Most felonswere deemed eligible to

vote, provided they had completedtheirparole and probationand paidany assessed

fees or fines.

Oliver had assumedthat becausehe couldnow cast a vote,he could also run for office.

Oliverhad registered to vote the day the constitutionalamendmentwentinto effect. He

hadlong yearnedfor the restoration of his rights.He had learnedas a youngman to

fight for those rights. He had thatinstilledin him by a manwho would become the

father he neverknew.

PORTION OF ARTICLEOMITTED

At the Ocala council meeting,Gilligan, the city attorney, continued outlining the
problemthat had beenbroughtto his attention.The Florida Constitution, as he saw it,
did not allow convicted felons to runfor public office.

Mmmm,MMZiM=.IA*=%.

Oliver's heart sank. It was the opposite ofwhat he'd hopedto hear. Eventhoughlocal
electionofficialshad approved his candidacy,

.:

PORTIONOFARTICLE OMIITED

Oliver's clemency case was still pending as ofearly December2020. He has spent nearly
$io,oooon legal fees, hoping to get his case heard. He knows he is luckyto be able to

paythose fees, as manyothers aren'tso lucky. He continuesto run Deliverance

Outreach Ministries of Ocala.

During COVID-ig,the clinic has taken precautions,but still sees patients. Oliversays he

has enjoyed havingfreetime at home with his wife. He attends his son's football games

every Friday.
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tppend,x .L
Marie Murray Martin,

Candidatefor Broward Schools District 1

1313 N. Park Road

Hollywood, Florida 33021

Oct. 3,2022

Dear Rodney Velez,

As youropponent in the Broward County School Board race, I'm writing to request your proof of

clemency.

As you know Amendment4 gives you your right to vote, but it does not restore your Civil Rights
to run for office or serve on a jury. To run for an office in Florida, you should have applied with

the Clemency Board and you would be given a certificateof clemencyonce the processwas

complete. To date. on the public search there are no recordswhen your name and birth date are

entered.

In October, my brotherpassed away, he was 57 and a felon. During his funeralwe were very

open about his past, because we were so proud of the change he had made in his life. I'm sure

your family feels the same about you. However. if he would have wanted to run for political
office, he would not have been eligible without applying to the clemency board.

I write in hopes that you will produce yourproof of clemency by Oct. 19 at 5 p.m. and put the

issue to rest. Otherwise, according to Florida law, you will not be eligible to be sworn in if you

were to win the election on Nov. 8,2022. Please look up Tyrone Oliver who ran and won a city
commissionerseat in Ocala, but was never sworn in.

Best Regards,

li A ,

Marie Murray Martin
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USPS Tracking

Track Packages Get the free Informod Deliverye feature to receive
Learn More

Anytime, Anywhere automated notificecions on your packages

Ren
Tracking Number:

70220410000254980015

Copy Add to Informed Delivery
com/)

0 Deliveredto Agent
Latest Update ? Delivered to Agent for Final Delivery

1{
e
M HOLLYWOOD, FL 33020

Your item has been delivered to an agent for final deliveryin October5, 2022, 12:41 pm
HOLLYWOOD, FL 33020 on October5, 2022 at 12:41 pm. b

H

' Departed USPS RegionalFacility
MIAMI FL DISTRIBUTIONCENTER

October5, 2022, 12:21 am

' Arrived at USPS RegionalFacility

MIAMI FL DISTRIBUTIONCENTER

October3, 2022, 11:51 pm

DepartedPost Office

HOLLYWOOD, FL 33021

October3,2022,8:27pm
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HOLLYWOOD, FL 33021

October3,2022,5:28pm
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Text & Email Updates
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See Less A

Track AnotherPackage

Enter tracking or barcodenumbers

Need More Help?

Contact USPS Tracking support for further assistance.
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