IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND

FOR BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO. CACE 22-016854 (18)
Judge: Fabienne E. Fahnestock

MARIE MURRAY MARTIN,

Plaintiff / Petitioner

V.

RODNEY GABRIEL VELEZ,
BROWARD SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS AND CANVASSING BOARD, Joe
Scott

BROWARD COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD, Chair Torey Alston

Defendant(s) / Respondent(s)




Comes now Petitioner Marie Murray Martin after an amendment per
Judge’s order to show cause. This case is before the Court on the petition of
Marie Murray Martin for a writ of quo warranto seeking an order directing
Respondent Rodney Gabriel Velez to provide evidence to prove he has his Judicial
Clemency, Executive Pardon or Restoration of civil rights in order to hold a seat on
the Broward County School Board and directing the Supervisor of Elections not to
certify the votes and directing the Broward County School Board not swear the
Respondent into office. Without proof of clemency aka civil rights the Respondent
should not be permitted to have his votes certified by the Broward Supervisor of
Elections on November 18 at 3 p.m., hold office, nor be sworn in on November 22,
2022 at 8 a.m., according to the Florida Constitution. The unofficial results from
the Supervisor of Elections website report the Respondent unofficially the winner

of the November 8, 2022 election for Broward County School Board, District 1.

In 1995, Velez was charged and pled guilty to aggravated battery, a 2nd degree
felony. His judgment was adjudicated guilty, Case No. 94021542CF10A, Appendix

AA.

The Florida Constitution Article VI Section 4 states: “No person convicted

of a felony, or adjudicated in this or any other state to be mentally incompetent,



shall be qualified to vote or hold office until restoration of civil rights or removal
of disability.” With the passage of Florida’s Amendment 4 approved by voters in
2018, the voting language of Article VI Section 4 has been amended and voting
rights have been restored to some felons who have paid fines, served time and
satistied parole. However, Amendment 4 did not change the Constitutional
language addressing the disqualification of a felon in regard to holding office or

SErvIng on a jury.

To date, when a Clemency Search is done on the public site of the Office of
Executive Clemency using the Respondent’s name and date of birth the site states
“NO RECORDS FOUND.” Appendix A. In addition, Velez publicly confirmed he

did not have clemency in an October 30, 2022 Sun Sentinel article, Appendix B.

The Respondent’s confirmation statement in the Sun Sentinel that he will
“fight” to get his clemency proves his falsification of the candidate’s oath during
the qualifying period. In contrast, prior to October 30, 2022 he was saying “1 have
my rights.” The Respondent telling the Sun Sentinel he has his “rights” thereby
deceived the public at large. The Sun Sentinel's readership is between 163,000

weekly and 228,906 on Sundays. By November 13, 2022 after the clection on



November 8, 2022 in an article in the Sun Sentinel, the Respondent stated he filed

his clemency paperwork, Appendix BB.

In a June 30, 2022 Sun Sentinel article, the Respondent erroneously claimed
the Supervisor of Elections told him he was eligible to run for office. The
Respondent stated, “Because it’s an elected position, I am allowed to,” Appendix
DA. However, the Respondent’s fabrication was proven wrong in a September 7,
2022 response to the Petitioner from Scott’s general counsel Devona Reynolds
Perez. The counsel said, “Mr. Scott recognizes you may have valid concerns
regarding Mr. Velez’s candidacy; however, Mr. Scoit’s role as the qualifying officer
is strictly ministerial in nature. As the qualifying officer, Mr. Scott is not permitted
to determine whether the contents of the qualifying papers submitted by a
candidate are true or accurate,” Appendix E. Again the Respondent’s misleading
claim was proven wrong in a November 11, 2022 WLRN article, Ivan Castro of
Broward Supervisor of Elections office said, “The supervisor has no authority to
challenge candidates or question their eligibility to hold office. He did not ask and

we would not give legal advice if he had asked,” Appendix EA.

This proves undisputedly that on June 13, 2022, the Respondent falsely

signed the candidate’s oath and filed it with the Broward County Supervisor of



Elections. Without clemency the Respondent did not meet the qualifications and
was not eligible to sign, Appendix C. The oath states “I am qualified under the
Constitution and Florida laws to hold the office which 1 desire to be nominated or
elected.” The Respondent could not swear to the oath, because under the

Constitution he did not qualify.

In addition, it is unlawful to affirm the candidate’s oath, according to Florida
Statute 104.011: “A person who willfully swears or affirms falsely to any oath or
affirmation, or willfully procures another person to swear or affirm falsely to an
oath or affirmation, in connection with or arising out of voting or elections
commifs a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s.

775.083, or s. 775.084.

On August 17, 2022, the Petitioner filed a fraud complaint with the Florida
State Department Division of Elections Office, Appendix D. The Respondent was
notified of the fraud complaint as required per complaint guidelines. The complaint
states, “anyone who is running for public office must have there (sic) civil rights
restored or seek special permission from the clemency board. Rodney G. Velez has
not had his civil rights restored.” However, after being notified by the state

department with a copy of the fraud complaint, in complete defiance of the law the



Respondent continued in the race and did not notity voters that he did not have his
civil rights. In addition, on October 3, the Petitioner made an etfort to notity the
Respondent and sent the Respondent a certified letter asking for proof of his

clemency. He never signed for the package, Appendix I and J.

The Petitioner has also written the Secretary of State for an advisory opinion
but again the Secretary of State’s office said by phone they, like the Supervisor of
Elections, have no jurisdiction to enforce Article VI Section 4 or Florida Statute
104.011 in a school board race. A deputy counsel David Chappell by phone stated
“the Secretary of State’s office is ministerial only.” The Petitioner also wrote to the
Attorney General’s office. The Attorney General’s office referred the Petitioner
back to the elections office and told the Petitioner to continue working with the
office of elections, Appendix F. The local State’s Attorney was also contacted

without response, Appendix G.

All but the State’s Attorney have said the local court has the jurisdiction to
enforce Florida Constitution Article VI Section 4, and Florida Statute 104.011 ina

Broward County School Board race.



The only example of a similar case in Florida is the Tyrone Oliver case in
December of 2019. The case never made it to the courts. Oliver, also a felon
without clemency, won a seat on the Ocala City Commission but was never sworn
in. By January 2021, Oliver still did not have clemency. Though the city
commission and school board are different entities, the Constitution takes
precedence. The city attorney of Ocala stated, “The Florida Constitution provides
no person convicted of a felony shall be qualified to vote or hold office until
restoration of civil rights,” Appendix H. The city attorney continued “So the
question becomes. Does the constitutional provision apply to the City of Ocala?
My answer: I think it does.” The Petitioner makes the same argument. Does the
constitutional provision apply to the School Board of Broward County? The

Petitioner’s answer: 1 think 1t does.

Based on all the facts, the only way the Respondent, Rodney Gabriel Velez,
would be able to serve was to have gone through the clemency board to get his
clemency. He did not.

The Clemency Information sheet dated March 10, 2021 states: The
Restoration of Civil Rights restores to an applicant all the rights of citizenship in
the state of Florida enjoyed before the felony conviction—including the right to

vote if not already restored by Amendment 4, the right to serve on a jury, and the



right to hold public office ... Such restoration shall not relieve an applicant from

the registration and notification requirements. Appendix AB.

This case will set a precedent in the state. The Respondent’s disregard for
the law deceived voters, and usurped the election process. Elections should be
transparent, accountable and have fair processes. If the Respondent is able to move
forward as though nothing illegal occurred, future elections throughout the state of
Florida will be inundated with ineligible candidates at great cost to the voters,

taxpayers, courts and local communities.

Based on the Florida Constitution, the Petitioner is requesting the judgment to:
e 1. Immediately notify the Supervisor of Elections not to certify the
Respondent’s votes from the November 8 election; and
@ 2. Order the Respondent not be sworn into office as a Broward County
School Board Member because the Respondent does not have Judicial
Clemency, an Executive Pardon or Restoration of his civil rights and
therefore is not qualified to hold office.
In the event the processing of this case extends beyond, November 18, 2022 at 3

p.m. after votes are certified, the Petitioner is requesting the judgment to:



e Order the Respondent not be sworn into office as a Broward County School
Board Member because the Respondent does not have Judicial Clemency, an
Executive Pardon or Restoration of his civil rights and therefore is not

qualified to hold office, under the Florida Constitution and the Florida State

Statute 102.168. Contest of election.— Except as provided ins. 102,171,
the certification of election or nomination of any person to office, or of the
result on any question submitted by referendum, may be contested in the
circuit court by any unsuccessful candidate for such office or nomination
thereto or by any elector qualified to vote in the election related to such

candidacy, or by any taxpayer, respectively.

In the event the processing of the case extends beyond, November 22, 2022 at 8
a.m. when the Respondent is sworn in, the Petitioner is requesting the judgment
to:

@ Order the Respondent removed as a Broward County School Board Member
because the Respondent does not have Judicial Clemency, an Executive
Pardon or Restoration of his civil rights and therefore is not qualified to hold
office, under 102.168 and the Florida Constitution.

Respectfully submitted,

ﬂmiﬂ WM&W?) Il



Marie Murray Martin

Petitioner

Marie Murray Martin

Petitioner

1313 N. Park Avenue

Hollywood, Florida 33021

Cell: 954-483-6509 work: 754-323-2900
Email: mariemartintgaz@gmail.com

Rodney G. Velez

Respondent

2522 N. 28th Avenue

Hollywood, Florida 33020

Cell: 954-850-2501

Email: RodVelez954(@gmail.com

Joe Scott, Broward Supervisor of Elections
Respondent

Broward County Government Center

115 S. Andrews Ave. Room #102

Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33301

Broward County School Board
Torey Alston, BCPS Chairman
Respondent

600 SE 3rd Avenue

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

Ce: Marilyn Batista, BCPS general counsel
Ce: Harold Pryor, State Attorney

Cc: Florida State Dept. Division of Elections
Cc: Florida Elections Commission

Cc: Florida Inspector General Melinda Meguel



Appendix 1A

[N THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17 TH WUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR BROWARD COUNTY. FLORIDA

CASE NO.: CACE22-016854 (18)
JUDGE FABIENNE E. FAHNESTOCK

MARIE MURRAY MARTIN,
Potitioner,
W,

RODNEY GABRIEL VELEZ.

Respondent.

: SHOW CAUSE

THIS CAUSE came before the Court upon Petitioner’s pro se Petition for Witk of Quo
Warranto filed on November [4, 2022, Upon review of the Petition and the casze file, the Court
noded  deficiencies whicl must be remedied before the Court may act upon the Petition.
Accordmgly. it is hereby ORDERED that:

1. Petitioner shall effectuate and record service of process for the Conrt to exercise
Jurisdiction over the Respondent. At this juncture, the record does not reflect proper service
of process hias taken place.

2. Petitioner’s prayer for relief requests this Cowrt to exercise jurisdiction over entities ot
currently parties to this proceeding. Petitioner must ensure all idispensable parties are
maned and served m this action in crder to guarantee any relief requested is fust and proper.

3, Failure to cure these deficiencies may result in dismissal of the case. A 15 minute hearing
lias been scheduled for Mondav, November 28 2022 at 2:30 pm. via zoon:
Drips: A Tt eonris, oo, s 308404885, Meeting 1D: 308 494 885 to detenmine whether
this order has been complied with,

DONE aud ORDERED in Chambers. at Broward County, Flovida this 18th day of
November 2022,

FABIENNE E FAHNESTOCK
CIRCUIT COURT UDGE
Copy to;

Mlarie Muray hMMartin Quoariemartind zaeio pmsil.com
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Appendix A
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OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY
FLORIDA COMMISSION ON OFFENDER REVIEW

BEFORE SEARCHING, PLEASE NOTE:

= This Restoration of Civil Rights (RCR) search only returns information regarding
civil rights that have bean GRANTED by the Board of Executive Clemency.,

« You will NOT be able to determinge STATUS or ELIGIBILITY on pending cases.
= If your rights were granted without a hearing, vou may search from this page for
your CERTIFICATE

= If vour rights wera grantad at a Clemency Meeting, yvou will need to contact the
Office of Executive Clamencay for a copy of vour EXECUTIVE ORDER.

= Executive Orders or Certificates for other forms of Clamency Granted such as
Pardaons, Firaarm Authority, Remission of Fines, Restoration of Alien Status
(Historical), or Commutation of Sentence can be obtained by contacting the Office of
Executive Clemency

= |l a more recent felony conviction has occurred after the date granted on the
cartificate, you will need to contact the Office of Executive Clemency to verify yvour
current status or o requast information on ahgibility to have your rights restored
again

Coniact the OMice of Exccutive Clomoanoy

Toll Free: 1-800-435-B286 The Offce of Exccutive Clomenoy
Phona: (50 485205 Flowicn Cormmiaann on Cifancer Fewvesw
Fax: (850} 488-0605 ADT0 Esplanade Wy

Ermail Talahassaee, FL 32309092450

Far applicanta (o update contact information:
ClamuonoyWab oo state_ (Lun

Inguirkes from law enforceament and goverrment
officlala: Govermmontotficalscieomenoy@itfocorstate fl.us

SEARCH FOR CERTIFIGATE:

= Enter the FIRST, then LAST NAME used al the lime of conviction.
= Enter the DATE OF BIRTH or Florida Department of Caorrections ID NUMBER.

=CORD NOT FOUND

Wirnt M. T iiry
|
Lot Mo Lo e
| WPewigz
“Cheitie &30 BIFths in.g3. mmeneibiyiney) Pk

Dimprstrient of Soosctians 0 Sambee

“First and Last Name and aither the Date of Birth or Department of Comrections ID Number are
recuired.

_ Flarida Commission on Offender Review Home Page
If your right to vote has been restored, click hare to obtain an online application and
information to register to vote.

AA & fpcweb.fcor.state.fl.us (&)
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AD, 19 I HEREBY CER:I'IFY at the above
Defendant _[=0 ; el o

my presence in Open Court this date.

Florida this

CASE NUMBER |

9y 2 (5YcF10/

B

Gd49EM

£L00:

_—
day of
are the fingerprints of the

FORM HGPOED
REVISED WG

PAGE 2 OF 3




}j[;h-hdicial Circuit in and for B;Ra:d County . CLOCK IN

DIVISION:
o JUDGEMENT ,,, =7 og-194982 TRIED
o as—1 O-95 (]2
THE STATE OF FLORIDA VS§: : 0 e
"Rmfnﬁ-ﬂ Gc:[::r s l‘ UEJ €&
CASE NUMBER

PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT QU QISYACFroH

[ ] PROBATION VIOLATOR STATE ATTORNEY QW&I O

{ Check if Applicable ) COURT REPORTER 7 e Yoo

The Defendant GQ btrf’ ! UE lF—"a being personally before this Court represented

by: L. Fredma . his attomey of record, and having:

{Ciﬂ:c Applicable Provision) [) Beentried and found puilty of the following crime(s).
[M’mﬁuﬁ ples of guilty to the following crime(s),
|| Entered a plea of nolo contendere to the following crime(s).

COUNT CRIME OFFENSE STATUTE DEGREE OF CRIME ~ ADD'L MONIES |

E HArondad :f'ch ‘?r%; 255[5(;; - e IMPOSED

and no cause having been shown why the Defendant should not be adjudicated guikty. IT 1S ORDERED THAT the Defendani is hereby ADJUDICATED GUILTY of

the above crimeis)
The Defendant is hereby ordered to pay the sum of Fifty Dollars {$50.00)pursuant 10 F.5. 960,20 (Crimes Comp. Trust Fund}. The defendant is funber ordered io pay

the sum of Five Dollars (§5.00) as 3o W: w0 F.5 443 2504),

(Check if Applicable) [ | The Defendant is further ardesed 1o pay & fine in the sum of $ pursuant 1o F.5. 7750835,
(This provision refers to the opional fine for the Crimes Compensation Trust Fund, and is not epplicable unless checked and
completed. Fines imposed as part of » semence pursuant to F.5, 775.083 are ta be recorded oo the Sentence phgeds).

Restitution to State [ ] The defendant shall moke payment of any debt due and owing to the Stete under section 960,17, 948.03 (1 191 and 775.089, Florda
Statutes, The amount of such debt shall not exceed $10,000 and has dready been detemined to be § or if ot vel determined
shall be deterrmined by the Coun ara later date upon final payment by the Cnmes Compensation Trust Fund on behalf of the vicimie

[T The Court hereby impossd additional court costs in the sum of §

Imposition of Senmence i ?“F.;; Court herehy stuys and wiﬂﬁf’s w osition of sentetce o8 10 counifs) _L_nnd plnces the Deferdant
Stayed and Withheld on prohation for a pariod of e
under the supervision of the Department of Corretions (condition of probation sei forth in separate order

Sentence Deferred [1 The Court hareby defers imposition of sontence until
Lintil Later Dare o i Date)
{Check it Applicabie) “{/
% E Y S200.00 Trust Fund pursuant to F.5.27. 3455 BK 2 3 L; 3 L} FG O O ? 2

Thr Defendunt in Open Court was advised of his fight to appeal from this Judgment by filling notice of appeal with the Clerk of Coun within thiry days foliowing
the date sentence is imposed or probation is ordered pursuant to this adjudication. The Defondant was also advised of his nght to the assistance of counsel 1n taiimng

appeal at the expense of the Siate upon showing of indigence,
COUNT(S) : DAYS BROWARD COUNTY JAIL W/CREDIT FOR DAYS TIMES SERVED

FORM 1B0P0T4 REVISED 1064 PAGE 1 OF 2
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FIGHTING I¥ THE LIVLIXG ROOM, ACCORDING TQ wWITKESSES, THE PIGHT STARTED IN THE HOUSE

WHERE ALLEGEDLY RODNEY VELEZ POINTED THE PISTOL AT THE VICTIM - ARD THE WITNESS,

MOSES MEDINA, PICTURES WERE TAKEN OF THE SCENE THAT SHOWED THE WATER CCOLER INSIDE THE

LIVING ROOM KNOCRED DOWN ASD DOCHS SEPARATING THE CLOSET FROM THE LIVING ROOM ALSO

KNCCKRED DOWN. THERE WAS BLOOD ALSO IN PARTS OF THE LIVING ROOM ON THE FLOOR AND OX THE

WALL. THE FIGHT CONTINUEDR OUTSIDE WHERE ALLEGEDLY MOSES MEDINA PICKED UP A BLLE/GREEN

COLCRED BECURITY BAR, LABELED “"THE CLUB", IK SUPPOSEDLY DEFESDING AGAINST VELEZ., 17 wWAS

AT THIS TIME THAT THE FIGHT WORKED ITS WAY OUT TG THE MIDDLE OF THE STREET ON GRANT AND

ALLEGEDLY VELEZ DID HIT THE vICTi% (P OF HIS HEAD WITH THE SEMI-AUTOMATIC SILVER

COLORED PISTOL, KNOCKING THE VICTIM TO THE GROUND CAUSING THE VICTIM TO BLEED PROFUSELY

FROM HIS FOREHEAD. DURING THIS CONFRONTATION RAUL ESCOBELO GOT INTO HIS VAN TO GET AWAY

AND CALL THE POLICE. THE WITNESS, CHRISTINE FORTIN, ALSO WENT TO HER NEIGHBOR'S HOUSE

ON THE EAST SIDE COF HER HOME TO ASK THE NEIGHBOR TO CALL PCLICE. STATEMENTS WERE TAREN

e

FROM RAUL ESCOBEDQ AND JAVID ESCCHEDD ARROYO BY LDETECTIVE S2oCo #LOBY . AND MYSZILE.

OFFICER MELETICH. XNOTE THAT THE WITNESSES MOSES MEDIXA, RAUL ESCOBEDO, AND DAVID

ESCOBEDO ARROYO SPOKE VERY LITILE ENGLISE AND TRANSLATION WAS NEZDED, THE ARRISTEE,
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Appendix AB

2. Owe any outstanding court ordered financial obligations for the cases for which they are
reguesting clemency.

3. Owe restitution for any case in the entire criminal record.

4. Owe more than 51,000 in any misdemeanar, criminal traffic, or felony adjudication withheld case{s) in
the entire crisninal record.

Individuals convicted in a federal, military, or out-of-state court are not eligible to apply.

The Specific Authority to Own, Possess, or Use Firearms (Firearm Authority) restores to an applicant the right
to own, possess, or use firearms, which were lost as a result of a felony conviction. Due to federal firearms
laws, the Clemency Board will not consider requests for firearm authority from individuals convicted in federal
ar out-of-state courts. In order to comply with federal law, a Presidential Pardon or a Relief of Disability from
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fircarms must be issued in cases Involving federal court convictions, A
Pardon or Restaration of Civil Rights with no restrictions on firearms must be issued by the state whore the
conviction occurred. Applicants are eligible to apply B years after completion of all terms of sentence.

This type of clemency requires that the applicant must Have completed all terms of sentences imposed and all
conditions of supervision have expired or been completed, for a period of no less than 8 years from the felony
conviction, adjudication of guilt withheld, or misdemeanor conviction,
The person may not:
1. Have any outstanding detainers or pending criminal charges.
2. Owe any outstanding court ordered financial obfigations for the cases for which they are
requesting clemeancy,
3. Owe restitution for any case in the entire criminal record.
4. Owe more than 51,000 in any misdemeanor, criminal traffic, or felony adjudication withheld casels) in
the entire criminal record,

Individuals canvicted in a federal, military, or out-of-state court are not eligible to apply.

|E| Restoration of Civil Rights for Florida/Federal/Military/Out-of-State conviction(s)

The Restoration of Civil Rights restores to an applicant all the rights of citizenship in the state of Florida
enjoved before the felony conviction —including the right to vole if not already restored by Amendment 4, the
right to serve on a jury, and the right to hold public office—except the specific authority to own, possess, or
use firearms. Such restoration shall not reliove an applicant from the registration and notification
requirements, or any other obligations and restrictions imposed by law upon sexual predators or sexual
offenders. Applicants are eligible to apply after completion of all terms of senternce other than any legal
financial obligations.

The applicant may not:
1. Hawve any outstanding detainers or pending criminal charges.

For applicants with aut-of-state, Federal ar Military convictions, you must be a resident of the state of Florida
to apply.
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Appendix BB

After months of turmoil, new Broward School

Board looks for stability

By Scott Travis
South Florida Sun-Sentinel

Nov 13, 2022 at 11:00 am

A tumultuous 19-month period in Broward Schools — marked by the removal and replacement
of four School Board members, the indictment of a former superintendent and an effort to fire the
new superintendent — could be nearing its end.

Maybe.
Four new board members are scheduled to be sworn in on Nov. 22 after winning elections

Tuesday: property manager Rod Velez, tutoring business owner Jeff Holness, lawyer and {light
attendant Brenda Fam and business CEO Allen Zeman.

This will be the School Beard’s second major shakeup in three months. In late August, Gov. Ron
DeSantis suspended and replaced four longtime School Board members after the release of a
grand jury report that found widespread mismanagement in the district.

That same grand jury indicted former Superintendent Robert Runcie on a perjury charge, former
General Counsel Barbara Myrick on a charge of illegally disclosing secret grand jury information
and former technology chief Tony Hunter on bribery and bid-rigging charges. All three have
pleaded not guilty and their cases are pending.

But even if that drama is behind, questions remain for the new board, including how the addition
of Fam, a newly elected “anti-woke” conservative, will affect the pro-LGBTQ, racial diversity
and social justice policies the historically liberal school district has championed for years,

It also remains to be seen whether newly elected board member, Velez, will be allowed to serve
since he has a felony in his background and hasn’t gotten his full civil rights restored yet. It's a




question that may not be answered until after Velez, who is still fighting for full restoration of
rights, is sworn in.

Still, most board members remain confident that the seating of a new board will at least start an
effort to focus more on student achievement and less on “adult issues,” such as audits, botched
personnel searches and questions about whether fo fire Superintendent Vickie Cartwright.

PORTION OMITTED

Velez, although a registered Democrat, said he’s a political moderate who will listen to all sides.
One of his first moves planned is to appoint Ryan Reiter, a DeSantis appointee on the current
board who works for a construction company, as his appointee to the Facilities Task Force, a
district watchdog committee.

He's taken to social media asking who is interested in other committees and said he has gotten
dozens of suggestions.

Bul whether Velez will actually get to stay on the board much past swearing-in remains
unanswered.

Velez was convicted in 1995 of aggravated battery, a second-degree felony. He had his voting
rights restored after DeSantis signed into law Amendment 4, a ballot initiative passed by voters
in 2018,

The amendment guarantees the right to vote, but not the right to hold office, according to rules
prepared by the Board of Clemency in March 2021.

DeSantis has publicly said he supports the right of felons who have voting rights restored to
regain other rights too, but there’s no indication the law was changed to reflect that. The
governor’s office has refused to comment,

Velez said he has a meeting scheduled with DeSantis and his wife, Casey, prior to being sworn in
and hopes the issue will be resolved in his favor. He's also formally applied for clemency,
although that process has been slow for many other felons seeking to have their full rights
restored.

“I've filled out my paperwork. I'm just going to let it take its course,” Velez said.
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CANDIDATE OATH
SCHOOL BOARD NONPARTISAN OFFICE

Check box onfy if you are seeking to qualify as a
write-in candidate: el i 15

] wwrite-in candidate
OFFICE USE ONLY

Candidate Oath
{Seciion 9902 1(1){a) and 105031, Flonda Sialubés)

I, Rodney “"Rod"” Velez ,

{Print name above as you wish i to appaar on the batlol f your fast name consists of fwo ar more names but has oo
hyphan, check box {ape page 2 - Compound Lasi Mames). No charge can be made after the end of qualifying
Although a write-in candidate's name i nol pricted an the ballol, the rame musl Ba printed above for oath purposes. )

am a candidata for the nonpartisan ofice of BrOwWard County School Board . 1
(i) fEmbet #)
; . 1 am a quaiified alector of Browa I‘d Gaunty, Flarida,
fCirzi #) (Group or Seal #)

| am qualified under the Constitlution and the Laws of Florida 1o hold the office to which | desire to be nominated or electad; |
have qualified for no other public office in the state, the term of which office or any part thereof runs concurent with tha
office | seek; and | have resigned from any office from which | am required to resign pursuant to Section 58 012, Florida
Statutes, and | will support the Constiution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of Florda

Section 876.05, Florida Statutes, oath (only applicable if elected and when term of office begins); |, a cifizen of the State of
Fiarida and of the Unitad States of America, and being employed by or an officer of the school board and a recipient of
public funds as such employee or officer, do hereby solemnly swear or affirm that | will support the Constitubion of the United
States and of the State of Florida,

Candidate’s Florida Voter Registration Number {ocated on your voter information card): _1.._2 ?966450

Phonetic spelling for audio ballot: Print name phonetically on the line below as you wish it to be pronounced on the audio
ballot as may be used by persons with disabiliies (see instructions on page 2 of this form). [Wot applicabis (o wile-in candidales. |

RodKNEE VLEZ

X MQ\ 1954) 850-2501 RodVelez954 @gmail.com
Signature of-Sandidile, Tarlephome Number Erail Addrman

2522 N. 28th Ave. Hollywood Florida 33020
Addieas Gty Slala ZIF Code

STATE OF FLORIDA

COUNTY OF B{]ﬁh ﬂg{!

Swarr o (or affemed) and subscribed before me by means of
onlire nodarization [j QR physical presence

P

SO,
re of Notary Public
. o Stamp Commissaned Name of Botany Pubio balow.

R R I ELWE C GRRNT

mis_¢3 doyol Jaaca. 2023 A St o
- i I pomminyion @ Gl fapt

Farsonaliy me OF  Produced ldenfification El ) "y Camm, Exaires May B, 3004

Bonded thicugh 5550 Serary Ann,

Type of Menlification Produced:

DS-DE 30458 (Rev. 08/2021) Rule 15-2.0001, F.A.C,



VIOLATION: If you believe any irregularities or frand involving voter registration or voting, or candidate or issue
petition activities have boen committed, please state the specific acts commitied by the person or entity named in this

somplain;
ZHVIL RIGHTS NEVER BEING RESTDRED THUS MAKING RODNEY G 'u’ELEE 1NELIGIBLE TD

Rn-FOR-GFFCE; E——

STATEMENT OF FACTS

State in your own words exaclly what happened, Phase include details such as whal happened, where the events or
acts happened, when they happened (including dates and times), what you were told, who spoke to you and to whom
you spoke, what you agreed or did not agree to, and who else saw or knows about what happened. Include the
names, addresses and phone numbers of relevant persons. Alse, give any reasons why you fieel that the person or
entity against whom you have brought this complaint knew that his or her actions were wrongful. The more specific
information that you provide o us, the better we will be able to assisl you,

| AM FILING THIS COMPLAINT IN REFERENCE TO THE ABOVE RODNEY G VELEZ, AND HI5

EGRIETY - TO EEGALLY BE-ALLOWED-

TORUNFOR-AND-ELECTED-PUBLIC-SEAT t2/f8d——
RODENY G VELEZ WAS ARRESTED, FOR A 2ND DEGRE_{!’EEI;EL{)NY HE WAS CONVICTED OF
- . UNDER FLORIDA TAW ANYONE —

CI"I.I"IL RIGHTE HESTGRED C}R EEEI{ EPECEA.L PERM!ESIDN FROM THE GLEMENCY BOARD.

WEBSETE FDR WHICH I AM hT!"ﬂCHING ﬁ. CDFY CI'F THE HEEULTS RGDNEY G "U’ELEZ HAS
NOT HAS HIS CVIE RIGHTS RESTORED, OR HAS HE FHEED PAPERWORK'WITH THE
BROWARD COUNTY SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS, SHOWING HE HAS PERSMISSION TO BE

ALLOWED TO RUN. JOE SCOTT BROWARD COUNTY SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS, H/

BEEN AWARE OF THIS SENCE SUMMER 2021 WITH THIS INEORMATION BEING VERIEIED L
ASK WHY HIS NAME IS STILL ON THE BALLOT FOR THE PRIMARY 8/23/2022, AND NOT
BEEN-REMEVED: =

Check here if additional pages or docurments ane attachied.
Dihee [ Juesi  sinr022
Sigmlultnfmm?mmﬂ . Date Signed

Llerie A fiprTon

Hﬁt'&ﬂ‘r,w rarte of complatent

Mtisa mlrdrdagret: felony for iny_pEmm to knowingly and wal!full}r make any false, fictitious, m'-l
fraudulent statement or representation in any matter within the jurisdiction of the Department of
State. See § $17.155, Fla. Stat, |

!
THIS COMPLAINT I8 NOT CONFIDENTIAL. ONCE IT 1S FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, IT BECOMES
A PURLIC RECORIL

D5-DE #34 (rev, 07/ 2016) Page 2 Rule 15-2.025, F.AC.



Ha022 Ginad - Fwad: Complaint se Broward School Soard Cardidale. Rednay G, Volee

Under Florida law, most e-mail messages to or from Broward County employess or officials are
public records, available lo any person upon request, absent an exemption. Therefore, any e-mai
message to or from the Counly, inclusive of e-mail addresses contained therein, may be subject lo
public disclosure.

ﬂ EFC 22-115 - Marle Murray Martin v, Rodney Velaz. pdf
323K

Itpadienall. google.comdmaliurik=1500G e 265 viawa pl B2 parch=abh permihid=thnoad. 195301 Ta4d 100040084 64 202 Esimpl=ms g 30 T4 100040, HE



Appendix D

ELECTIONS FRAUD COMPLAINT

Vater Fraud Hetline Telepfione suonber 1-877-868-3737

Unber section 97.012(15), Flarida Statutes, the Department of Skate has authorily b conduct preliminaey investigations into any
allegations of irregudaritzes or fraud invelvigg voler pgdstration oo voding. or candidabe o Bsoe petition activities. The Department
may then report is fndings to the Cffoe of Stalewide Prosecution or Lo the State Adoroey Tor the fudicial cireadt in !-th’.‘h the
alleged vielation occureed fior prosecution, whene warrantod,

Flease metwm the completed complaint form b Flovide Diear it of St Offee of the Gencral Coupsel =
o0 e, B AL Gy Ruislidfvis) -
i 5. Brononsgih Steect w17

Tailalszee, Floridy 3A3949- U254

™
Ir
Yo will receive a writhen regponse from Phe Depasbment of Stabe ol the end of ils mvestigation, =

PERSON BRINGING COMPLAINT
DAY esedpaesng  Leerind

« MARIE MURRAY MARTIN .2 P Batanust
. 1313 N PARK ROAD . HOLLYWOOD
couss BROWARD e FLA Zr 33021
il s MATIEMUrrAYmMartin@gmail.com

PERSON OR ENTITY AGAINST WHOM COMPLAINT IS BROUGHT (limit one personfentity per form)

. RODNEY G VELEZ otk 954-850-2501

Phine
BROWARD COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD DISTRICT 1 BROWARD COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD
Parson's fitle Eq_ﬂ‘?nz_ur position beld o saught i applicable Narme gfm'_m”mjﬂ.aﬁi{y or
Private Enlity/Office
e 2922 N 28th AVE -::uyHOLLYWOQ_D
cousy BROWARD T “p 33020
Hawve you filed this complaint with the {check a1l that apply):
State Attorney's Office D“’F‘ Mo
R E C E ‘ V E D Oiffice of Statewide Prosecution D Yes H Na
MG 19 72022 Florida Department of Law Enforcement U Yeu Mo
ofice of the Generd! C curise! Florida Flections Commission [ ves Mo
Flortda Commission on Ethics DYes H No

DS-DE #34 (rev. 07/2016) Page 1 Rule 15-2.025, FAC.
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Candidate with a felony can’t volunteer in
Broward schools. But he’s running for office to
help run them.

By Scott Travis
Sauth Florida Sun-Sentinel

Jun 30, 2022 at 11.39 am

Rod Velez isn’t allowed to serve as a Broward schools employee or volunteer in his children’s
school due to a felony conviction, but he wants to help lead the district as a School Board
member.

Velez, a 51-year-old married father of three who lives in Hollywood, is running for a south
county District 1 seat. He was convicted in 1995 of aggravated battery, a second-degree felony.

The incident was a matter of self-defense, Velez said, and he took a plea deal to avoid jail time.

Velez, who now works as a property manager, said he hasn’t had any issues in the nearly three
decades since.

For years, Velez was unable to vote or run for office. But that changed in 2019, when Gov. Ron
DeSantis, in response to a voter-approved amendment, signed a law that allows felons who have
paid their dues to have their voting rights restored.

But the felony still makes him ineligible to serve as a regular school district employee or
volunteer on school campuses. A district employee policy includes a long list of disqualifying
offenses, one of them being aggravated battery. The district also prohibits anyone convicted of a
violent crime from becoming a volunteer.

The felony conviction has become an issue in the race to replace longtime board member Ann
Murray, who is stepping down after 14 years on the board. Velez is competing against Marie
Murray Martin, a teacher who is Murray’s daughter, and Paul Wiggins, a Dania Beach pastor.

Some are trying to make it a key issue: The South Florida Sun Sentinel received an anonymous
packet with Velez's arrest paperwork in it. His opponents have questioned whether he's eligible
to be a School Board member.



Wiggins said that as a pastor, “we are big on giving second chances and benefits to folks, but if
there’s a School Board policy as it relates to volunteers, that is what should govern the day.”

Martin said, “I know when I became a teacher, I had to be fingerprinted and a background check
had to be done for me to be employed.”

But those rules don't apply to School Board members, because these seats are governed by state
statutes, not district policies.

“Elected officials are not volunteers or employees,” said Keyla Concepeion, a spokeswoman for
Broward Schools.

Velez said he checked with the Supervisor of Elections and the school district to confirm he's
eligible.

*That was one of my concerns. If I can’t serve, I'm not going to waste my time,” he said. “But
because it's an elected position, I'm allowed to.”

END OF ARTICLE OMITTED



council seat with 52% percent of the vote, beating his opponent, Ire Bethea Sr. But in the
days following, the city had raised concerns about whether Oliver could fill the post.

City Attorney Patrick Gilligan rose from the half-cirele of council members facing the
audience and spoke first.

“As you probably have read in the newspaper, there are some issues about Mr. Tyrone
Oliver's qualifications to be seated as city council,” he said.

Gilligan was an older man with a white beard lining his face, He talked with a deep
Southern drawl.

In 1986, Gilligan said, Oliver was convicted of a drug charge. It was a felony.
PORTION OF THE ARTICLE OMITTED

But Gilligan had concerns. A serious question had been raised at a weekly meeting with
the supervisors of elections in the region. They wanted to know if it was legal for a
convicted felon to run for office. Gilligan had been forced to review the law.

The phone call played in Oliver's mind as Gilligan began to lay out his case at the city
council meeting.

“Let me start with our charter,” Gilligan said.
He began to describe section 2.01B, which outlines the eligibility requirements for the
council. A candidate must be a qualified voter. A candidate must be a registered voter in

the city he or she is seeking election. A candidate must be a resident of Ocala for at least
a year before his or her election to office.

“Mr. Oliver meets those qualifications that are in the city charter,” Gilligan said.
Oliver’s hopes shot up. The council could seat him; it was within the city’s rights.

But Gilligan had more to say. Ocala’s provisions were not the problem, he said. It was
Florida law that stood in the way.

“The Florida constitution . . . provides that no persons convicted of a felony shall be
qualified to vote or hold office until restoration of civil rights.”
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WRR022 Gimail - Fwid: Complaint re Browars School Board Candidalo- Rodnoy G, Valez
N =
Gmajl Marie Martin <=marie.martin.tgaz@amail.com=

Fwd: Complaint re Broward School Board Candidate- Rodney G. Velez

1 message

Marie Murray Martin <mafemuraymarting@gmail. cam= Man, Sep 19, 2022 at B:50 AM
To: manemaninigazi@gmall.corn

----------- Forwarded messagn -

From: Reynolds Perez, Devona <DReynoldsPeresmbroward. org=

Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022

Subject: Complaint re Broward School Board Candidate- Rodmey 6. Veles
To: "raremuerraymartind@gmail.com® <mademurraynartin@oral.com>
Cor Joe Scott <JScott@mbrowardvoies, gove

Croar M, Martin,

I am writing to you on bahall of Mr. Joe Scotl, Broward Counly's Supanvisor of Elections, The altached complaint form
signed by you regarding Broward School Board District 1 Candidale Rodney G. Velor was ferwarded 1o Mr, Scoll's
attention by the Flarida Depariment of Slate, Division of Elections. Mr. Scolt recognizes you may have valid concerns
regarding Mr, Velez' candidacy: however, Mr. Scoft's role as the qualifying officer 13 strictly ministeral in nature. As the
qualifying officer, Mr. Scoft is nol permitted to determing whether the contents of the qualifying papers subsmitted by a
candidate are trua or accurats, including withoul imitation, te candidate's swom alfmmation’oath, that they are qualified
under Flarida taw fo hold office, Section 95.061(7){c), Florlda Stalutes.

1Fyou still question the legitimacy of Mr. Velez' eligibdity as a candidate, we recommend that you consult with an atlormey
o determine the appropriate course of action,

Sincerely,

Devona A. Reynolds Parez
Counsal for Browand Counly's
Supenisor of Eleclions

Broward County Aftarney's Office
115 5. Andresws Avenue, Suibe 423
For Lauderdale, Florda 33301

O (954} 357-7306
dreynoldsperesmbroward, org

BRCG:WARD

COUMTY
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Appendix EA

WLRN 91.3 FM | By Kate Payne
Published November 11, 2022 at 6:00 AM EST

Rod Velez won his race for the Broward County School Board this week, carrying 52% of the
vote over his competitor Marie Murray Martin's 47%. But she alleges Velez isn't able to hold
office because he has a felony conviction and hasn't had his civil rights restored.

Days after Rod Velez was clected to the Broward County School Board, questions remain about

whether he can legally hold office.

Velez is a property manager and a parent of school-age children. He also has a past felony

conviction for aggravated battery in 1995,

Thanks to a constitutional amendment passed in 2018, Floridians convicted of most felonies are

able to register to vote, once they’ve served their time and paid any associated fines and fees,

But Amendment 4 only dealt with the right to vote — not with other civil rights that are revoked
when Floridians are convicted of a felony, like the right to own a firearm, to serve on a jury, and

to hold elected office.

In order to regain those rights, returning citizens must submit an application to the state Office of

Executive Clemency.

Marie Murray Martin, a teacher who ran and lost against Rod Velez, alleges he has not had his

rights restored and therefore is ineligible to be a school board member.

“I'm not stopping until he either proves his clemency or doesn’t,” Martin said. “And then the
powers that be will have to make the determination on what to do with Mr, Velez® certification of

his votes and being sworn in.”



Velez declined an interview request from WLRN and did not respond to questions about his
eligibility. A search of the state’s clemency database shows no record that his civil rights have

been restored. A spokesperson for the agency did not respond to questions about Velez’s case.

Velez is eligible to vote, according to the Broward County Supervisor of Elections Office. But a
county spokesperson said that determining a candidate’s legal eligibility to hold office is not the

SOE’s responsibility:

“The supervisor has no authority to challenge candidates or question their eligibility to hold

office,” said spokesperson Ivan Castro.

Asked whether Velez consulted with the Broward SOE about his eligibility, Castro replied: “He

did not ask and we would not give legal advice if he had asked.”

When filing to run for office, candidates must affirm that they are qualified. In signing his

candidate eligibility paperwork and launching a bid for the school board, Martin said that Velez

fooled voters.

“There are voters who feel like they have been deceived,” Martin said. "They feel misled. They
feel like they were lied to."

Martin says she has been trying for months to get county and state officials to assess Velez'
status. She suggested she may take legal action to challenge his eligibility but declined to specify

what her next steps could be.
“Until Mr. Velez produces his clemency, it is not over,” she said.

Broward County’s newly-elected school board members are scheduled to be sworn in on Nov.

22.

If Velez takes office, Martin worries he could be removed by Gov Ron DeSantis, who could then

appoint his replacement.



Martin knows the risk of removal well; she’s the daughter of Ann Murray, a former Broward
School Board member whose retirement came early when DeSantis removed her and three of her

colleagues from office in August.
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M Gma |I Marie Martin <marte.martintgaz@gmail.com=
Fwd: From the Florida Attorney General's Office

T message

Marie Murray Martin <maremurraymaringigmail. com:= Wed, Nov 9, 2022 al 12:47 PM

To: marigmartintgazg@igmail.com

—————— Farwardad mezsage —— -

From: <atiomey.generali@myllondalegal coms
Data: Tuesday, October 18, 2022

Subject: Fram the Florida Attorney General's Office
To: MARIEMURRAY MARTIMEgmas. com

The Florida Attarnay General's Office recelved your correspandence regarding your concems with Broward School
Board Candidale Gabriel Velez,

| rate that you have praviously contacted the Florida Department of State (DOS), which is an appropriafe authorily in
which lo exprass concerns aboul the eleclions process. We also encourage yau ta continue working with that agenicy for
Ay OEw OF CNGOING 1SS0S,

Flarida Department of State

Divisian of Eleclions

Vioter Assistance Holling: (B66) 308-6739

Voter Fraud Hotline: (877) BEB-3737

Voter Fraud Website: iipzidos myflonda.comdelections/contactsielections-fraud-complaint
Emal: DvviElectionsi@oos mypfonda. com

You may also consider reaching out the Florida Elections Commission who reviews issues regarding spacific candidatas
ag well as ethics if you have nol done so already. More information about the Eleclions Commission is anling at
hittpeiivneea fec state lusiFECWabF i nslipages/FAGs. You may contact the Elections Commission at:

Florida Elections Commisslon

107 Wesl Gaines. Streef, Suite 224
Tallahasses, Florida 32399.-1050
Telephone: (850 9224535
Wehsite: hitp:fiveans, foc state. . us!

Singeraly,

Rob Sparks

Office of Citizen Services

Florida Altorney Genaral's Office
PL-01, The Capitol

Tallahassee, Florda 32350-1050
Telaphone; (850} 414-3890

Toll-free within Flarida: (B66) 966-7226
Website: wwwmylloridategal corm

FLEASE DO MOT REPLY TO THIS E-MAIL. THIS ADDRESS 1S FOR PROCESSING ONLY.

To contact this office please visit the Attormey General's website &t wwewmylloridalegal.com and complete the on-ling
contact form. Again, thank you for contacting the Ofice of the Flonda Atiormey General,

INTERNET MESSAGE RECEIVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE ON 10162022



Marie Murray Marlin
1313 N Park Road
Hobhywood, FL 33021
Phone: (954} 483-6500

Email: Maramuraymarlinggmail.oom

RE: Rodney Gabnel Velez

2522 N 2B Avenue

Flolfywood, FL-3M20

Phare: {(854) B50-250

Wabsite: hitps: s votedvalez com

Subject: School Board Candidate swears oath with S0E win Clemency

| fied a fraud complaint with The Flonda Dept of State in Tallahasses o

aberl officiaks thal Rod Velez was nol eligible to be an a ballol or be sworn

i I was et o the Broward SOE who said he had no power (o decide. It seems
my anly oplion if Rod Valez wins is o fila a petition of guo warranto the day

after the alection o demand e shows bis clemaency aflidavil. The Clemency
Board says he musl complete an applicalion lo run for office, he has no record
an the Clemency Board search. He is not abgible fo run or be swom in
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M G ma || Marie Martin =marie.martin. tgaz@gmail.com=

BCPS District 1 Race and Clemency

1 mossage

Maria Martin <=marie. martin.igaz@@gmail coms= Sun, Oct 30, 2022 at 4:44 PM
To: "saot Ti@sanl 7 state.lus" <saol Tilsac1 T.slate flus>

Good Evening,

For manths, | have been frying to get the Sun Sentingl to report the truth abowt Candidate Rod Velez's clamency, Today,
they did and with it Mr. Velez admils he does nof have his clemency, Which means at the ime of signing his cath for
qualifying he only had his woling righls, not hig civil righta.

As a candidate, | have been frustrated by the lack of ransparency of the pross and the candidate. Espocially, when the
prags andorsed him for accountability and transparency, Some people who do not understand the law think this Is only
paliics. However, under Fiorida Statute 104,011 and the Constitution, it is law,

104.011  False swearing;

(1) A person who willfully swears or affirms falsely to any cath or affirmation, or wilifully procures another
person to swear or affirm falsely to an oath or affirmation, in connection with or arising out of voting or
elections commits a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in 5. 775.082, s, TT5.083, ar s, 775.084.

In addition the Florida Constitution states, Article VI, Section 4, Disqualifications,—
{u] Mo persan eonvicted of @ felony, or adjudicated in this or any sher stale 19 he mentally incempetent, shall be gquatified (o
varte ar hold office until restoration of civil vights or removal af disalilivy, Except as provided in subsection (b} of this section,
any disqueslification Irem vating arising Trom o felony conviction shall terminate amd voring cights shall be restored upan
completion of all terms of sentepce including parole or probation.

As we both know, Amendhuent - addresses the voling but the oiet porions of the Cosstioutaon sl siand. S, Vileg must have his
clemeney to swear anoath o the SOE. He did nat have 44 on Junc 13, 2022 whee-he Giled with the SOF andd sull does oo have il
wecording o e public clemency searc, Eam nog ieying o gen bim clargeed it onme teven though be's committed ane). however,
1 dhor thvimke Bve shoulel ave toddeave tee mace 151 dows gt have e elemeney. Agan. be's mot eligible 1o sign the ostly withon il

1 wwritee te inform you el e sistion and ask Tor your puidiee and dircction in e nuitier, 1am atssehing sevensl e including o
Tesmch conmplining ansd response Goan Joe Seote's conasel, List week, | spoke 1o the Seevetary of State Assistent Ceneral Counsel David
Cleappell who recoanmended contacting voa, aller | reguested an advisory opision, e sond S5 bas no juosdicton in s maiter,

55 HE 68 wwas aleo given fe me, |am looskimg inlo that eptun s,
Thmk you for yveu time and sttention,

Maria Murray Marlin, candidate for BCPS District 1

3 attachments

Sun Sentinel 103022.jpeg
171K



ol | s;acKﬂﬂMs - Marie Murray Martin v. Rodney Vielez {2).pdf

) Response {1).pdf
324K
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UNSEATED

Tyrone Oliver won a city council race in Ocala. But a decades-old felony

conviction came back to haunt him.

By Michaela Mulligan | Jan. 4, 2021

Ocala — In Tyrone Oliver’s living room hangs a photo of himself that was shot just over
a year ago. It's a professional portrait, the kind you might see gracing the halls of
government.

Oliver is smiling, his dark skin crinkling around his eyes and giving away his 63 years.
He wears a black suit with a crisp white shirt underneath. Around his neck is a thick red
tie and a matching handkerchief peeks out of his breast pocket. He sports a look of
satisfaction on his face, the look of a winner.

Oliver posed for the portrait days after his Ocala City Council run-off win in November
2019. Back then he was brimming with enthusiasm to take on his new role. But in a few
short weeks, everything would change. A mistake in his past haunted his present. And
all that he worked for and hoped for would suddenly hang in the balance.

Oliver knew life would not always be easy. That he would face the hurdles any hoy born
Black and poor faced in the Florida of his youth. He was raised in the era of civil rights,
with those two strikes against him. He grew up being told “no” in some way or another.

He wanted to change things for Black boys growing up today. That was why he ran for
public office. But now, Oliver was facing a third strike. And an entirely new set of “no”
ANSWers.

PORTION OF THE ARTICLE OMITTED

The council meeting began promptly at 5, but Oliver, a chaplain with Deliverance
Outreach Ministries of Ocala, had to wait an agonizing 22 minutes before the council
would take up the reason for his uneasiness. He had won a Nov. 19 runoff for an open



Those words came crashing down on Oliver, dashing the hope he had felt just seconds
ago.

Oliver had believed his candidacy was within the law after Floridians passed
Amendment 4 in 2018, which restored the voting rights of convicted felons, excluding
those who committed murder or sexual assault. Most felons were deemed eligible to
vote, provided they had completed their parole and probation and paid any assessed
fees or fines.

Oliver had assumed that because he could now cast a vote, he could also run for office.

Oliver had registered to vote the day the constitutional amendment went into effect. He
had long yearned for the restoration of his rights. He had learned as a young man to
fight for those rights. He had that instilled in him by a man who would become the
father he never knew.

PORTION OF ARTICLE OMITTED

At the Ocala council meeting, Gilligan, the city attorney, continued outlining the
problem that had been brought to his attention. The Florida Constitution, as he saw it,
did not allow convicted felons to run for public office.

“So, the question then becomes: Does this constitutional provision apply to the city of
Ocala? My answer is: I think it does.”

Oliver’s heart sank. It was the opposite of what he’d hoped to hear. Even though local
election officials had approved his candidacy, Gilligan was saying that he could not take
office without the state first granting him clemency.

PORTION OF ARTICLE OMITTED

Oliver’s clemency case was still pending as of early December 2020. He has spent nearly
$10,000 on legal fees, hoping to get his case heard. He knows he is lucky to be able to
pay those fees, as many others aren’t so lucky. He continues to run Deliverance
Outreach Ministries of Qcala.

During COVID-19, the clinic has taken precautions, but still sees patients. Oliver says he
has enjoyed having free time at home with his wife. He attends his son’s football games
every Friday. He is still waiting for the state to restore his rights.
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WMarie Murray Martin,
Candidate for Broward Schools District 1
1313 N. Park Road
Hollywood, Florida 33021

Oct. 3, 2022

Dear Rodney Velez

As your oppanent i the Broward County Schiool Board race, I'm writing 1o request vour grog! of
clemency:

As you know Amendment 4 gives you yaur nght fo vole. but it does not restore your Civil Rights
to runt for office or serve o0 2 Ly Torun for an office in Flotioe, you should #ave applled with
the Clemency Board and you wouid be given a cerbificate of clemency once the process was
comalete, To date. on the public search there are no records when your name and oirlh date sre
antanad.

In Octoher. my brother passed away. he was 57 ana a felon. During his funeral we were very
open about his past. tecause we were so proud of the change he had made in his life. 'm sure
vollr family feels the same about you, However,  he would have wantad io run for political
oo, he would not have been sligdhls without applying 1o the clemency boaird.

| write in hopes that you will produce your praoh of clemency by ot 18 81 5 p.m..and put the
issue to rest. Otherwise. acoorang o Fionda faw, you will 0ot pe ehigisle 10 be sworn in i you
were o win the slection on Now. 8, 2022 Please look up Tyrone Oliver who ran and won a cily
commissioner seat in Ocala oulwas nayer Bwornin,

Best Regards

jlL e

i

ans Murray AMarn
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